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Wilderness Provision 
By William Ward Ayer 


Exodus 16:14, 15 


ANNA, manna, from above 
In a land that feeds us never — 
Cheerless, dreary, void of love, 
Save that of the Manna-Giver, 


Manna, manna, from the skies, 
By our Lord ’tis daily given. 
‘Tis a “small thing” in our eyes — 
But it is the Bread of Heaven! 


Manna, manna, Living Bread! 

Thou, O Christ, art all we’re needing — 
Living, risen from the dead — 

Gracious High Priest interceding. 


Manna, manna! Evermore 
Give us of this bread our filling; 
Craving naught of Egypt’s store 
Nor her “earth foods” evil-smelling. 


Manna, manna! Blest are they 
Who shall feast with Christ forever, 
In His marriage supper gay 
By eternity’s bright river! 


w 
Praying in Spite of Feelings 

If we pray only when we feel like 
it, our praying will be irregular. If 
our feelings toward God or toward 
others are not right, that is an indica- 
tion that we need to pray. Our free 
access through Christ to the Throne of 
Grace is not a mere spiritual luxury, 


but it is given “that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need” (Heb. 4:16). Richard Sibbes, 
Master of Catherine Hall, Cambridge, 
and preacher of Gray’s Inn, London, one 
of the Puritan writers (1577-1635), had 
a special gift for helping Christians to 
overcome their weaknesses and failings. 
In his great discourse on “The Bruised 
Reed and Smoking Flax,” based on Mat- 
12:20, there is a fine chapter on 
from which the following is 
taken: “Some are loath to perform good 
duties, because they feel their hearts 
rebelling, and duties come off un- 
towardly. We should not avoid good 
actions for the infirmities cleaving unto 
them. Christ looketh more at the good 
in them that He meaneth to cherish, than 
the ill in them that He meaneth to abol- 
ish. A sick man, though in eating he some- 
thing increaseth the disease, yet he will 
eat, that nature may get strength against 
the disease; so though sin cleaveth to 
what we do, yet let us do it, since we 
have to deal with so good a Lord, and 
the more strife we meet withal, the more 
acceptance. Christ loveth to taste of the 
good fruits that come from us, although 


thew 
prayer, 
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they will always relish of the old stock. 
A Christian complaineth he cannot pray. 
O I am troubled with so many distracting 
thoughts, and never more than now. 
But hath He put into thine heart a de- 
sire to pray? He will hear the desires 
of His own Spirit in thee. ‘We know 
not what to pray for as we ought’ (nor 
do anything else as we ought), ‘but the 
Spirit helpeth our infirmities, with in- 
expressible sighs and groans’ (Rom. 8: 
26), which are not hid from God. ‘My 
groanings are not hid from thee’ (Psa. 
38:9). God can pick sense out of a con- 
fused prayer. These desires cry louder 
in His ears than thy sins. Sometimes 
a Christian hath such confused thoughts, 
he can say nothing, but as a child crieth, 
O Father, not able to shew what it needs, 
as Moses at the Red Sea. These stirrings 
of spirit touch the bowels of God, and 
melt Him into compassion towards us, 
when they come from the spirit of adop- 
tion, and from a striving to be better.” 
Prayer is one of the principal means of 
grace which God has given for our up- 
building, and if we neglect it we are 
like those of whom Jonah spoke who 
“forsake their own mercy” (Jonah 2:8). 


+ 4 


ll. Knowledge of the Bible 


The second of six editorials by Dr. W. Graham Scroggie on “Things That 
Matter Most.” 


VERY Christian should know his 
E Bible. But the Bible is a large 
Book, and numberless people have 
only a very limited time for reading, 
and still less time for study. How, then, 
may the Bible be known by the rank and 
file of Christians? 
We must begin with an assumption, 
namely, that if it is necessary for us to 








Comfort for Dark Days 

“I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself 
for me” (Gal, 2:20). 














know the Bible, it must be possible; 
it is, therefore, only a question of when 
and how. Many say they have not time 
to read the Bible who find time to read 
many other books, which shows that 
inclination enters largely into the mat- 
ter. The old saying, then, is true, that 
“where there’s a will there’s a way.” 
We assume, therefore, that if any Chris- 
tian wishes to know his Bible he can. 
That granted, it remains only to decide 
upon the matters of time, place, and 
method. As to the first two, everyone 
must say for himself when and where 
he best can engage in this so necessary 
pursuit, because our circumstances are 
so diverse. But as to the third, it should 
be recognized that if anything here is 
to be accomplished some principles of 
procedure must be adopted. Of such, 
attention is called to the following: 
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1. THE Briere SHouLD BE 
READ INTELLIGENTLY 


Not without reason might we be asked 
what Philip asked the eunuch, “Under- 
standest thou what thou readest?” (Acts 
8:30); and not without reason might we 
reply as he did, “How can I, except some 
man should guide me?” If we are sensi- 
ble of the need of such guidance, Christ 
will do for us what He did for His dis- 
ciples long ago, “Then opened he their 
understanding, that they might under- 
stand the scriptures.” It is to be feared 
that the Bible is read less intelligently 
than any other book. This is due, in 
part at any rate, to two things, namely, 
its artificial divisions into chapters and 
verses, and, consequently, the reading of 
it in short and disjointed portions. Let 
us recognize that this is a great litera- 
ture, that each of its many parts is 
complete in itself, and, also, that they 
are definitely related to one another. 
When we read the Bible as being such, 
we shall read it intelligently. The 
Scriptures are not a collection of pious 
sayings, or religious aphorisms, nor are 
they an anthology of devout thoughts, 
and, therefore, should not be read as 
though they were. 


2. THE BIBLE SHOULD BE 
READ COMPREHENSIVELY 


It should be our fixed purpose to know 
“all the counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). 
So many are content to know some of 
it only; they like this portion, or that 
part, and largely neglect the rest. Many 
have some acquaintance with Matthew 
who have little or none with Malachi; 
they know John, but not Job; Corin- 
thians, but not Chronicles; Ephesians, 
but not Ezekiel; yet, not in the New 
Testament only, but in the Old also is 
set forth the counsel of God, and the 
latter should be known as well. The 
Bible is a divine, progressive revelation 
of the redemptive purpose and method, 
and to follow that, it must be read com- 
prehensively. Had only a few of these 
writings been necessary, God would not 
have given us more, but what He has 
given us He expects us to “read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest.” Our read- 
ing, therefore, should comprehend all 
the Scriptures. 


3. THE BIBLE SHOULD BE 
READ SYSTEMATICALLY 


We may read comprehensively but un- 
systematically, and then the best results 
cannot be obtained. The Apostle Paul 
speaks of “comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual” (1 Cor. 2:13), a phrase 
that points to a method. Ever remember 
that these sixty-six Writings are re- 
lated to one another in various ways, 
and, however well we may know them 
singly, their value as a progressive rev- 
elation, and much of their spiritual im- 
port, will be missed if we do not classify, 
compare, and contrast them. 

Here are a few examples of what is 
meant. Read together for purpose of 
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comparison or cortrast the first Writing 
in each of the Testaments, Genesis and 
Matthew; the first and last Writings of 
the Bible, Genesis and Revelation; 
Joshua and Ephesians, telling respec- 
tively of the earthly and heavenly pos- 
session; Exodus and Acts, the beginnings 
of the Israelitish nation, and of the 
Christian Church; the Wisdom Writings, 
Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and James; 
the Pauline and the Catholic Epistles; 
the four groups of Paul’s Epistles; the 
Kings and Chronicles, records of Israel's 
history; the Post-Captivity Writings, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Haggai, Zech- 
ariah, Malachi; the first three Gospels, 
and the fourth; and many other combi- 
nations. Endless fascination attaches to 
such a method of study, and it is amaz- 
ingly enriching. 
4. THe Brste SHOULD BE 
READ CONTINUOUSLY 


“Whoso locketh into the perfect law 
of liberty, and continueth [to look] 
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man shall 
be blessed in his deed” (Jas, 1:25). We 
should read the Bible as we eat our 
food, regularly. If we treated our bodies 
as we do our souls we would be per- 
manently in the hospital, or in the grave. 
To feed for a week and starve for a 
mcnth is worse than folly. Intelligent, 
comprehensive, and systematic reading 
and study of the Scriptures should be 
the habit of our life. 


(Continued on page 274) 








Notes on Open Letters 
What About Canasta? 


How thankful I am that I am again 
receiving THE SuNDAy ScHoo. Times! 
I let my subscription expire some time 
back, a thing I shall not do again. The 
paper is a great help to me. I enjoy 
the articles especially, and also “Notes 
on Open Letters.” 

What is your opinion regarding the 
new game, Canasta? It is becoming 
the rage here, and groups meet dur- 
ing evening, and women in the a‘ter- 
nocns, and spend lots of time playing 
it; also. church people to a large ex- 
tent are playing it, as well as some 
ministers here. 

I have always felt that a Christian 
has so much to do, and can surely 
spend his time more profitably than 
spending time playing a game like this. 

Will appreciate your ideas and com- 
ment on this game.—An Idaho reader. 


The Editors are no better able to judge 
of the merits or demerits of canasta, as 
compared with other card games, than 
they are of different brands of tobacco. 
It is generally argued, by those who 
want to use them, that both can and 
should Le used with moderation; and it 
is clearly evident that both lead to ex- 
cesses, and mental or moral slavery. 

Dr, H. Clay Trumbull, former Editor 
of THE Sunpay ScHoot Times (1875-1903), 





March 31, 195) | Ess 
dealt fully with the subject of card play- 
ing in the chapter entitled “Taking 
Chances in Life,” in his book, “Border 
Lines in the Field of Doubtful Prac. 
tices” (formerly published by Revell, How 
New York, but now out of print). His 
arguments, written more than fifty years 
ago, are as applicable now as then, so the 
following extracts are given in answer 
to the reader’s question concerning can. 
asta, a card game: neces: 
“The primary and most obvious objec- _ 
tion to card-playing is, as has been al- to be 
ready stated, the fact that it is chance ereng 
playing; that it gives prominence to an 
chance, or ‘luck,’ as a large element in matte 
success or failure. One of the most im- ing, § 
portant practical truths to impress on the r 
the mind of every child is, that he has left t 
to depend—under Gced—on his own No\ 
honest exertions for getting on and get- value 
ting up in the world. One of the most the st 
injurious ideas—always injurious, if I cou 
not absolutely fatal—in the mind of sharit 
every child is, that it is ‘luck’ which is alreac 
to carry him alcng in life, and that he and Vv 
is individually lucky, or unlucky, in ing, @ 
comparison with his fellows, .. . 
“There can, indeed, hardly be named a 
a single dividing line of equal moment, Thi 
in its practical bearings on all the af- A lib 
fairs of one’s personal life, with that ” ke 
which separates the two questions: Am mom 
I to succeed in life by the blessing of more 
God on my own endeavors? or am I to better 
succeed in life by my luck? In view of be cé 
the magnitude of this principle, it be- and s 
hooves every Christian parent to train Chris 
his children to have a care to be on the autho 
right side of the division; and to this — 
end all games and conversations, as well | 
as all study and work, should tend... . voy 
“As showing that the objection to ose 
card-playing is not wholly a result of = 
defective education, nor yet a mere cates 
prejudice resulting from early puritanic intos! 
teachings and practice, the writer of eather 
these pages will say that he was accus- 
tomed to play cards in his youth, with- But 
out any prohibition on the subject from a. 
his parents. Wholly from his own ob- - s 
servation of the effects of card-playing are! 
on those who indulged in it among the geet | 
‘best people’ of his acquaintance, he in th 
abandoned it while yet not even a nom- 
inal church member, and while a large numk 
majority of his companions continued in lower 
the practice. From that time to this, all mane 
his observation and experience in varied sects 
spheres of life have confirmed his con- of pe 
viction that the influence and tendency ‘Sed 
of card-playing are not to be approved, ily at 
even in the best home circles and under But 
the most favorable conditions. Yet the this | 
writer is aware that many among the are § 
best and most intelligent of his acquaint- know 
ances think quite differently, and enter- keep 
tain opinions opposed to his, as based on you | 
their observations and experience. you « 
“One objection to card-playing is its A 
liability to engross attention and to oc- Wher 
cupy time unduly. In this all games of iad | 
(Continued on page 283) 
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VIll. Counsels for Young Pastors 


How to index your library and your sermons 





out to the organization of our life 
and service, and it may not be un- 
necessary to say that our life and serv- 


Tout brief articles relate through- 


ice must be organized if there is not 
to be a grievous waste of time and 
strength. It is astonishing how we or- 


ganize everything except the things that 
matter most, Our eating, sleeping, work- 
ing. and playing are all planned, but 
the religious side of life and work is 
left too often to take care of itself. 

Now. I know from experience the 
value of organization in study, and in 
the study, and I would like to feel that 
I could help some younger brother by 
sharing with him my experience. I have 
already referred to method in reading, 
and would now say a little about index- 
ing, and first of all, about 


INDEXING ONE’S LIBRARY 

This is necessary for several reasons. 
A library is likely to grow, and if one is 
to keep track of his books he must have 
them numbered and indexed, and the 
more complete the index-reference the 
better. For instance, each book should 
be catalogued under title, and author, 
and subject. Here is a book: Title: “The 
Christian Experience of Forgiveness”; 
author: H. R. Mackintosh; subject: “For- 
giveness”: and the number of this vol- 
ume is, let us say, 200. If you are study- 
ing the subject of forgiveness, you will 
look up your index, and see that H. R. 
Mackintosh has this volume on it. Or, 
if you wish to know what of this author’s 
books you have, you will look up “Mack- 
intosh,” and see this volume among 
others, perhaps. 

But the figure 200 has values of its 
own. In the above-named volume there 
are a number of references to “Peni- 
tence” which you place under that sub- 
ject in your index, and you would do it 
way: 200 = 

: 229 239 
number being that of the book, and the 
lower number that of the page. In like 
manner you would index the many sub- 
jects here treated, and so make the book 
of permanent, practical value to you and 
your work, by making its subjects read- 


in this etc., the upper 


ily accessible. 

But suppose you were asked to lend 
this book. Bearing in mind that many 
are good at bookkeeping, who do not 
know much about accountancy, you will 
keep a note of what, where, and when 
you lend. A.C. borrows your book, and 
you enter in your index: 

A. C, 200 Address Date 
When it is returned you add the date, 
and tick off the entry. On account of 


Anyone who has been reading this 
series of articles by Dr. Scroggie has 
discovered by this time that he is a 
methodical and industrious worker. 
In this article he gives valuable ad- 
vice on how to know just where to 
find discussions or passages on cer- 
tain subjects in the books in one’s 
library, and how to keep track of 
sermons. Keeping things in good 
order is a timesaver and an im- 
portant factor in clear thinking, clear 
writing, and clear speaking. There 
are four more articles in this series, 
which will continue in next week’s 
issue. 








this simple method I have never lost a 
book, although I have lent hundreds. 
But it is quite as important to 


INDEX YOUR PREACHING PREPARATION 

After I had been in the ministry for 
some years, occasions came more fre- 
quently when I wished to make use of 
some sermon or lecture that I had al- 
ready given to my people. I had these 
in a drawer in the study, but, to get at 
what I wanted, I had, sometimes, to look 
through all my manuscript stock, a proc- 
ess that meant a waste of time. As the 
stock grew, I saw it was imperative that 
I should devise some system whereby, 
as the moment required, I could quickly 
get at any manuscript in my possession. 
I bought a Walker's loose-leaf book, 
about eight by six inches, with an alpha- 
betical index. Each sermon I numbered 
in red ink at the top right-hand corner 
of the front page, and the particulars 
were entered in my Walker in four ways 
— by book and chapter, by subject, by 
classification, and by number. Let me 
illustrate: 

I prepare a message on Acts 1:8, and 
I cross-index it in this way: under A, 
I look up “Acts,” and there I see, 1:8; 
No. 217: there are the book, chapter, 
verse, and number of that sermen: and 
under W, I see “Witnessing,” No. 217, 
which is the subject. There may be 
other cross-references, such as: “Christ,” 
witnessing to; “Task, The Church’s,” or 
“Church’s Task,” all No. 217. In this 
way you cannot fail to trace what you 
want. 

Then I classified all my material, plac- 
ing Acts 1:8 under “Missionary.” Other 
classifications of subjects are: “Evange- 
listic,” “Exposition,” “Inspirational,” 
“Convention,” “Bible Readings”; and 
one subject might fall in several of these 
categories, and be indexed in each. By 
this method it is possible to place your 
hand instantly on anything you want. 


By W. GRAHAM SCROGGIE, D.D. 


Under each of these classifications are 
three columns, as follows: 





No. Text Subject 
|The Parable-Song 
To Limping Souls 


The Planned Life 


41 | Isaiah 5:1-7 
72 | 1 Kings 18:21 
175| John 18:37 





In addition to all this is a complete list 


of all sermons by number (left), and 
title (right), in consecutive order: s« 
that, in adding, I continue from where 


and in this way no number 
is duplicated. As the stock accumulates 
the sermons are divided in bundles - 
1-300, 301-600, and so on, and are placed 
in drawers marked with these numbers 
Suppose I want to see if I have a ser- 
mon on Ephesians 5:18, I look up my 
Walker under E, and glance down the 
Ephesian column Yes, there is 
numbered 402: so I turn to the drawe! 
marked 301-600, and in it get out 402 
When I have used it, I put it 
its place, and so, in this way, 
goes astray. 

But that is not all 
careful not to preach a twice 
in the same place (unless he is asked 
specially so to do). How is he to re- 
member where he has preached, say, on 
Ephesians 5:18? At the top of the front 
page of that sermon, or on a page at- 
tached to it, he should record the facts: 


I left off, 


one 


back it 
nothing 


A man must be 


sermon 


for example, Edinburgh, Charlotte 
Chapel, 14.5.30 There you have the 
city, the church, and the date — day, 
month, and year—so that I could not 


inadvertently preach that sermon there 
a second time. In addition to this, I 
enter these particulars in my diary, and 
so have a double check. I would say 
to every young minister, Have some such 
system as this. When once it is formed, 
it is easy to keep it going, and, remem- 
ber, system is economy. 

Here we may well raise the question, 
How can our reading be harnessed to 
our work so that we may make the max- 
imum use of it? That is an important 
question, and should be faced early in 
one’s study and service life. Different 
minds will, of course, have different 
methods, and that is the best method for 
each of us which is effective. Let me 
illustrate my own method. I have a 
card index cabinet of four drawers: 
these are marked respectively: “Li- 
brary,” “Biblical,” “Textual,” “Topical.” 
Take the last of these for our present 
purpose. I am reading the book, “The 
Philosophy of the Christian Religicn,” 
by A. M. Fairbairn. The library num- 
ber of this volume is 2932. As I read I 
make a note of the subjects treated, and 
then distribute these in my Topical File. 
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The upper number is that of the book, 
and the lower number, that of the page. 
The following illustrates the result: 
. : 2932 . 
Philosophy of Ethics, $1.93 ° 
2932 _. 
61-93 ’ 
Pessimism, Ancient & Modern, 


2932, 
117-131 ’ 

History, Philosophy of, Significance of, 
IZ2eas of Unity and Order in, Causes of 
2932 
169-135 ’” 
Religions, The Historical, 


Ethics, Philosophy of 


2932 _ 
111-117 


Eastern & Western, 


Order in, 


2932 
227-257 ” 
Founded Religions and Their Founders, 
2932 . 
252-288 ’ 
Christ: 
2932, 
7-19 ’ 
The Historical Jesus and the Christ of 
‘ 2932 
Faith, 307-9 
Other subjects 








Doctrine of the Person of, 


indexed in this way 


Bringing Back the King 
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from this volume are The Gospels, Temp- 
tation, Hinduism, Reason and Religion, 
The Creeds, The Cross, Worship, Paul, 
The Incarnation, Miracles, Evil, Man, 
Knowledge, Personality, Immortality, De- 
terminism, and scores of other themes. 
If I keep my card index up to date, I 
have access to all my reading on any 
of these subjects, and am not dependent 
on uncertain memory. But one must be 
careful not to become the victim of his 
own system, not to be imprisoned in his 
own organization. All I contend for is 
that, if one is to do his best work, he 
must systematize it in some way or an- 
other. 

“Method,” says Goethe, “will teach you 
to win time”; and time is our most pre- 
cicus asset. A slovenly mind is far 
worse than a slovenly suit, and the lat- 
ter may indicate the former. Be tidy 
and orderly in your thinking. Be pre- 
cise and painstaking in your work, and 
so be “a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed.” 

(To be continued) 


News of the progress of the new tuberculosis sanatorium near Bethlehem 


O THE many readers of THE SUNDAY 

ScHoo. Trmes who have prayed for 
us and sent money for the sanatorium 
that we are building for the Independ- 
ent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions near Bethlehem, many, many 
thanks. Gifts have come in from all 
over the United States and from many 
places abroad. Every gift received has 
been acknowledged with a receipt and 
a personal letter. 

Every true child of God must love 
this dear Holy Land, and the events that 
transpire here will always be of intense 
interest to His faithful servants, for this 
is their real homeland. Here is the city 
oi the Great King, and although He 
tarry, yet He will most surely come and 
reitn. When Israel’s King David was in 
exile beyond the Jordan and after the 
conspiracy of Absalom had failed and 
that foolish young man had died, the 
elders spoke together, and said, “Now 
therefore why speak ye not a word of 
bringing the king back?” (2 Sam. 19:10.) 

We are in much the same position to- 
day as then—“all the people were at 
strife,” the preceding verse tells us— 
and so what was asked as a question is 
just as pertinent now as it was then, 
even more so. Nothing will be right 
until the right King is in His right place. 
King David had to be back in Jerusa- 
lem, and King Jesus, the rightful King, 
must also be back in Jerusalem before 
the people at strife cease from their 
striving. It is for us to speak the word 
that brings back the King. 


By THOMAS A. LAMBIE, M.D. 


How do we speak it? “This gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all natiens; and 
then shall the end come” (Matt. 24:14) 
—that is, as the context explains, the 
end of all this age of iniquity, persecu- 
tion, and sin. We can hasten this time 
by getting out the Gospel to the ends 
of the earth. It is thus that we speak 
a word of bringing back the King. 

The situaticn today seems to me to be 
an exact parallel of David's position, 
only it is today on a far greater scale. 
Strife, strife. Cold war and hot war. 
No one safe. No security. Men’s hearts 
failing them through fear. Atom bombs 
and still more dire predictions of things 
to come. Time to look up, indeed! 
Time to pray the King to come back 
to Jerusalem. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
must come back to Jerusalem to reign. 
The more we prcclaim glad tidings of 
salvation, the more do we say, “Come 
back, oh King, oh greater David, come 
back.” 

Recently a woman from Princeton, 
N. J., sent me $250. One hundred was 
for the sanatorium, one hundred for the 
needs of Arab Christians in Palestine, 
and fifty as I saw fit. She wrote a beau- 
tiful word in her letter, “This is my 
Christmas gift to the King.” What a 
lovely, gracious spirit! She was saying, 
“Let us speak a word to bring back the 
King.” 

Every gift that you prayerfully send 
to Japon or India or Africa, to true Bib- 
liz.1 missionaries is saying the same 
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thing, “Come back, King Jesus.” Every 
dollar you have sent me on this side 
Jordan where the famous words were 
spoken, to build this tuberculosis hos- 
pital and to work with these needy Arab 
refugees, is a call for the King, even our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to come back from 
across the Jordan — not the Jordan liter. 
ally, but from Heaven—to come back 
and reign in person. “Occupy until I 
ccme” (Luke 19:13), He said to the sery. 
ants; so I am occupying as best I know at 
our Berachah, fifteen miles from the place 
where He is coming to reign. “And his 
feet shall stand in that day upon the 
mount of Olives” (Zech, 14:4). One day, 
while I am occupying by treating these 
poor sick ones, I may look northward 
over the mountains and I may see a 
bright light shining above the Mount 
of Olives and I may be whisked away 
in an instant to be with Him. Till then 
—occupy; heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, proclaim the Gospel, do your 
work faithfully and well, because your 
faithfulness will be saying that good 


word: “Amen Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). 


I would like to add in closing that our 
work is going well. It has not stopped 
once for lack of funds, and we have no 
debt. We will need far more, but He 
will provide. 

My faith had a great uplift the other 
day. I went to the Augusta Victoria 
Hospital on the Mount of Olives to get 
an X-ray picture of a poor, young 
Bedouin man, from across Jordan, of the 
Haweitat tribe, who live in the country 
which was formerly called Idumea. He 
was ill with tuberculosis. 

This great hospital is run by the Amer- 
ican Lutherans, with money provided 
by the United Nations. There is no 
missionary witness, excepting as it may 
he given by one or two Christian Amer- 
ican nurses in person-to-person talks. 
It is on the very peak of the Mount 
of Olives, where our Lord’s feet will 
soon stand. It was built by the German 
Kaiser more than fifty years ago, and 
looks like scme strong medieval castle, 
with an immense square tower. 

The medical chief of staff is a friend 
of mine, an Arab-Christian doctor, whose 
neme, strangely enough, is Canaan. I 
had a fifteen-minute talk with him in 
his office. He gave me coffee and deli- 
cious buns, and was most cordial. He 
asked me abcut the tuberculosis sana- 
torium, and I said, “Doctor, it’s going 
on well. We have never had any great 
sum of money ahead of us for it, but God 
is good to us; we have no debt, and I 
believe that He will give us all we re- 
quire to finish it.” 

Can you imagine what he said to me? 
Something like this: “Yes, I believe it. 
When I was in Germany I saw the great- 
est orphan asylum in the world, built 
long ago on the very same principle 
as yours.” I felt a warm glow all over, 
and I replied, “Yes, it was Augustus 
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Lesson for April 15 


Franke at Halle,” and he inspired George 
Miiller of Germany, who did the same 
thing at Bristol in England. 

Think of that, an Arab doctor called 
Canaan, sitting in a fine, carved chair in 
the great hospital on the Mount of 
Olives from where Christ ascended and 
to which He will descend again, remind- 
ing me that God, through faith in Him, 
will treat me the same as He did Franke; 
and he might have added Miiller, and 
Hudson Taylor, and many, many more. 
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There are times when one is tempted 
to grow faint in trusting. But those words 
thrilled me as I have seldom been 
thrilled, especially when one considers 
the place and the circumstances. God 
surely spoke to me through Dr. Canaan, 
in Canaan on the Mount of Olives that 
day. 

Himself hath said, “I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee.” 

BETHLEHEM, HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF 

THE JORDAN, 


The Cradle Roll Is Growing Up 


How it began, and some of the interesting developments in its growth 


T WAS in 1877 that the first recog- 

nized department for the very young 
children in the Sunday school was estab- 
lished. It was the teacher of a Primary 
class in the Central Baptist Church of 
Elizabeth, N. J., Mrs, Alonzo Petit, who 
will long be remembered as the one 
who started the movement, and her re- 
port, given at the Tenth International 
Sunday School Convention, held in Den- 
ver in 1902, tells the story: 

“It came about through the desire to 
lay the foundation of the future church 
of Christ in the hearts of the Primary 
children, and the belief that the church 
should stand for nothing less than the 
evangelization of the world. Our 
work in the Sunday school, from the 
very beginning, is to help the children 
that they may become loyal disciples of 
Christ. Nothing then could be more 
fitting than to connect the birth of the 
child with the work he is sent to do. 
This was the thought that, in 1877, re- 
sulted in the purchase of the little book, 
‘The Children’s Birthday Text Book,’ in 
which the names of the children were 
entered upon the pages given to the 
dates of their birth; the little verse or 
text, or both, opposite the name, was 
sent as a birthday card. As the birth- 
days were recognized each year, offer- 
ings were brought for world-wide work, 
and pupils and teacher prayed together, 
not only for the little ones themselves, 
but that children all over the world 
might hear the story of the Christ child. 

“One Sunday a little boy brought a 
bright, new penny, and said: ‘Dis is 
for the birfday mission box. Our baby 
is one year old.’ The teacher was sure 
this was an open door to interest the 
mothers in reaching out to the regions 
beyond. The door was entered. Mothers 
were asked for thank offerings for their 
babies, and the money was sent to the 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society 
from the ‘Baby Fund,’ as we called it, 
of that Sunday school. Therefore, the 
Cradle Roll was really started by this 
little boy about five years of age. In 
1883, Miss Juliet E. Dimock (later Mrs. 
J. M, Dudley) entered the class and be- 
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gan a systematic calling upon all the 
families connected with it. She entered 
the name and date of birth of each little 
one too young to attend the school, in 
the back of her visiting book, and called 
it the ‘Cradle Roll.’” 

That was the beginning of the Cradle 
Roll as we know it today in our Bible 
schools. There is another claimant to 
the honor of establishing the first Cradle 
Roll —the old Madison Street Presbyte- 
rian Church of New York City. Records 
here show this item: 

“Charles Carlton Overton, age twenty- 
three days; father, Richard Carlton 
Overton; mother, Arrietta Ann Overton; 
rolled to Sunday school in a cradle, Au- 
gust 25, 1839.” 

At the head of the page was written, 
“Cradle Roll.” Incidentally it might be 
stated that young Charles never did 
leave the Sunday school. He served as 
superintendent for more than fifty years, 
and one of his outstanding achievements 
was originating the Christian flag. 

And so while official church records 
give credit to this as being the first 
Cradle Roll, the movement was not ac- 
cepted by other churches nor followed 
up. Until Mrs. Petit set in motion the 
idea through her Baptist Sunday school, 
the idea was not deemed of practical 
value. Now we have our Cradle Rolls 
in every church and in every denomina- 
tion. 

Some years ago, before World War II, 
I obtained a report from every country 
around the globe where organized Sun- 
day school work was being carried on, 
as to the status of the Cradle Roll move- 
ment. Reports were most gratifying. 
Thousands of active departments were 
reported, with activities quite similar to 
those being followed in our own pro- 
gressive schools. Just what is taking 


‘piace at the present time it has not been 


possible to ascertain. 

Perhaps it was because the baby Moses 
has a claim to being the very first Cradle 
Roll member when he was placed in his 
basket cradle of reeds, that the name 
“Cradle Roll” was given to this depart- 
ment of the Sunday school. Or it may 
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have been because little Charles Over- 
ton was wheeled to church in his cradle 
and his name placed on a record titled 
“Cradle Roll,” that we have carried this 
designation down to the present time. 

In 1891, in the First Church of the 
Brethren, Philadelphia, Mrs. J. S. 
Thomas, teacher of the infant class, tied 
the names of the baby brothers and 
sisters of the members of her group to 
the sides of a toy cradle, and as there 
was the cradle and there was the roll, 
she called it the “Cradle Roll.” At this 
time, Mrs. Thomas had not heard of the 
work being done by Mrs. Petit and Miss 
Dimock in the same field over: in near-by 
Elizabeth, N. J. This little cradle is the 
first record we have of any such emblem 
being used for the purpose, and since 
then it has become the recognized sym- 
bol for all Cradle Roll departments. 

It was in this same decade that the 
first wall roll is mentioned. This was 
in 1893, when Mrs, R. B. Doughty, Pri- 
mary teacher in the Tabernacle M. E. 
Church of Camden, N. J., produced a 
homemade wall roll on which were re- 
corded the names of the babies on her 
Cradle Roll. 

The first printed certificate of mem- 
bership to be issued to a baby was de- 
signed by W. C. Hall, of the Tabernacle 
Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, Ind. 
This was in 1896. It bore the name of 
the child, and the name of the church. 

Up to this point there had been no 
definite plan to make the Cradle Roll a 
distinct part of organized Sunday school 
work, In 1899, at the ninth International 
Sunday School Convention held in At- 
lanta, what was probably the first pub- 
lic reference to the Cradle Roll was made 
by Miss Anna Harlow, Primary teacher 
of the Bethany Presbyterian Church of 
Philadelphia. At this convention, she 
briefly referred to the Cradle Roll as 
“one strand of a threefold cord to bind 
the home and the Sunday school closer 
together.” 

Beginning with the turn of the cen- 
tury, we find articles in the various 
Sunday school publications on the gen- 
eral subject of Cradle Roll work. All 
were not in favor of the movement, fear- 
ing the consequence of having the 
church “take over the responsibility for 
the religious nurture of the child.” Said 
one: “We fear the encroachment of the 
Cradle Roll because it seems to say to 
the parents, ‘The Sunday school claims 
your child.’ There will now be less re- 
sponsibility for the religious upbringing 
of the child in the home.” 

Sunday school supply houses, about 
this time, brought out many printed cer- 
tificates of membership, birthday cards, 
and wall rolls. It was evident that the 
Cradle Roll had come to stay. 

The era designated as “sentimental” 
began for the Cradle Roll. Great effort 
was put forth to enroll large numbers 
of babies. We learn of a roll with more 
than a thousand members. Almost every 
state could report one or more with a 
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membership running into the hundreds. 
It was “sweet” to have baby a member 
of the Sunday school, and a sentimental 
atmosphere was created around the fact. 

The next important step was into the 
spectacular. For a time it seemed as 
though all Cradle Roll activities had to 
be on a spectacular basis. We learned 
of one school hiring a brass band to play 
in front of the church on a special Sun- 
day set aside to honor the babies. In 
another, the entire front of the beautiful 
auditorium was given over to a place 
where the babies’ names might be in- 
scribed. On either side of the pulpit 
great frames were set up, and the babies’ 
names were inscribed in gold letters. 
Parades of the Cradle Roll departmerts 
of a city; a union picnic of all the Cradle 
Roll babies and their mothers; pages 
of newspaper advertising being taken to 
tell of the Cradle Roll work —all sorts 
of spectacular devices were emploved. 
But they each served a purpose — it 
helped to popularize the Cradle Roll and 
make ready for the next step. 

Service is the keynote of the period fol- 
lowing the spectacular promotion. Nowa 
definite effort was made tointerest mothers 
in study groups, in mother’s meetings, in 

* anything that would make for the bet- 
terment of the home and provide for 
the nurture of the child. It was during 
this period that the Nursery Class move- 
ment was born. A place was provided 
for the tiniest members of the Sunday 
school, so that, very early, they micht 
be brought to the house of the Lord. 

Where do we stand now? It is hard 
to say. No statistics covering the work 
are available. The old-fashioned Cradle 
Roll is not so prominent as it once was. 
More emphasis is being given to Nursery 
Class activity. Practically every school 
does have a Cradle Roll, with its super- 
intendent who enrolls the very young 
babies and sees to it that they are 
brought to Bible school as soon as they 
can attend the Nursery Class. Birthday 
remembrances are still given, and every 
baby is remembered at Christmas time, 
but the old-time fire and enthusiasm 
seem to be on the wane. Perhaps the 
Nursery Class will take over and re- 
vive the waning Cradle Roll. We have 
reached more than threescore and ten; 
shall we go forward or back? The 
novement was started in a very small 
way, but how it has grown! Countless 
ministers and missionaries and church 
leaders proudly point to their name on 
some old Cradle Roll chart; shall we 
not endeavor to keep alive this most 
important work of our church? 

Cora GABLES, FLA, 


we 


May we be found, at His coming, re- 
deeming the time, holding fast the faith- 
ful word, and waiting for His coming. 
The most faithful watcher for Christ will 
be the most earnest worker for Him. 
—Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
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Knowledge of the Bible 


(Continued from second page) 


5. THe Brste SHOULD BE 
READ REPEATEDLY 

We have a warrant for repetition in 
Philippians 3:1, “To write the 
things to you, to me indeed is not griev- 
ous, but for yeu it is safe”: and you 
must have noticed that Christ repeated 
Himself a great deal. If, then, repeti- 
tion is one of the arts of tesching. it 
must be also one of the arts of learning. 
Just because we rever can know any 
part of Scripture well enough, we shculd 
read every part over and over again. 
The serious student of literature will 
read the ancient and mocern classes 
hundreds of times, and the serious stu- 
dent of the Bible will read it as often 
as is possible. Each time any of these 
Writings is read some special cbject 
should be in view. For irstance, Ro- 
mans should be read to discover its broad 
outline; then, again, for the sweep of 
its argument; then, each of its three parts 
should be read carefully on three sep- 
arate cecasions: then, the whole should 
be read again for the purpose of marking 
its dominating words, such as faith, sin, 
righteousness: then, again, to consider 
its quotations from the Old Testament. 
That would make an interesting week 
for any eager soul. 


same 


6. THe Brste SHOULD BE 
READ PRAYERFULLY 


As the great end cf Scripture is* not 
the impartation of knowlege, but the 
formation of character, it should always 
be read prayerfully. We are bidden 
to “take the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God: previne 
alw-ys with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit’ (Eph. 6:17, 18). One may 
read the Bible withcut praying, but one 
is not likely to pray without reading 
the Bible, because the Bible is the food 
of prayer. By prayer the truth imparted 
by the Word is applied to the soul: by 
prayer the general becomes particular; 
and by prayer inspiration and power 
are received for the performance of 
what is commanded. The text of Scrip- 
ture should become the terms of prayer. 
William Law and George Miiller both 
discovered that the true procedure is 
not to pray and then read, but to read 
and then pray, and to pray through the 
reading, 

7. THE Brste SHOULD BE 
READ OBEDIENTLY 

“Be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only” (Jas, 1:22). It is to be 
feared that our knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures is far in excess of our obedience 
to them. It is easier to give to truth the 
assent of the mind than the consent of 
the will. Yet, Christ said, “If ye know 
these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them”; and, “If any man will do his will, 
he shall know.” 

Thus, knowledge and obedience’ react 
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upon one another: we know to do, and 
by doing we know. Intellectual appre- 
hension is rot of much use where there 
is not practical application. 

Now, will you for the next year put 
this procram into operation, and read 
the Bible intelligently, comprehensively, 
systematically, continuously, repeatedly, 
prayerfully, and obeciently? Of this I 
am sure, that if you do it for one year, 
you will do it every vear. 

BUT WILL YOU? 


(TO be continued) 


" 
Underneath 
By Kenneth H. Cassens 
WAS pastor of a small country 
church, in Parkman, Maine. In the 


country, we often “cut corners,” and 
the shcrtest path to the church led 
through a field and an orchard in back 
of a typical farmhouse and barn. 

On my way to prayer meeting, one 
two swallows, very much 
above a clump of thick 
grass uncer the apple trees. I've learned 
to check on anything unusual in nature, 
so I went over to the clump of erass 
to investigate. Those birds wanted to 
attract my attention, 


evening, I saw 
excited, circling 


Hopelessly entrapped in the thick 
stems of grass was a baby barn swallow, 
who had come too far on his first flight, 
and had beeccme exhausted. He could 
not clear himself, nor could the parent 
birds help him. Here he was, prey to 
the first cat or skunk or other predator 
to come along. 


Gently, I parted the stems and took 
the baby bird on the palm of my hand. 
Then I held him up. He rested a mo- 
ment; then when I felt his tiny muscles 
terse, I pushed upward with my hand 
as he took off, 

In a moment, God preached to me 
one of His great sermons, for the male 
swallow flew uncer the staggering, bum- 
bling flight of his inexpert sen, and zig 
for zig, and zae for zag, flew under the 
tiny bird, about two feet below him, 
the hundred yards or so back to the 
clay-daubed nest. It wos the most won- 
derful exhibition of avian aerobatics I 
have ever seen! 

I turned away with a new appreciation 


of Deuteronomy 33:27, with its phrase: 


“Underneath are the everlasting arms.” 
And with new realization that each of 
us is resporsible, by prayer and faith, 
to lift others from their entanglements, 
and to commit them to the uplifting 
power of Ged to bear them home. Had 
the baby swallow fallen again, he would 
have struck his father’s strong back. 
And I, if I fall, will find my feet upon 
that Spiritual Rock, which is my foun- 
dation and mv refuge, till He bears 
me Home! 
ROcKLAND, MAINF. 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 15. THE PERIOD OF THE PATRIARCHS 
Genesis 12 to 17; printed text, 15:1-6; 17:5-8, 18, 19 
Golden Text.—I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.—Gen. 15:1 


Krnc JAMES VERSION 


Gen. 15:1 After these things the word of the Lorp came unto 
Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and 


thy exceeding great reward. 


2 And Abram said, Lord Gop, what wilt thou give me, seeing I 
go childless, and the steward of my house 


Damascus? 
3 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou 


and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. 
4 And. behold, the word of the Lorp came unto him, saying, 
This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of 


thine own bowels shall be thine heir 


5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward 


hast given no secd: 


but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations 


have I made thee. 


is this Eliezer of 


6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make 
nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 

7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and 
thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting cove- 
nant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 


8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the 


land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an 


everlasting possession; and I will be their God. 


18 And Abraham 
before thee ! 


said unto God, O that Ishmael might live 


19 And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; 


and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my cove- 


heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and nant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed 


he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 


6 And he believed in the Lorp; and he counted it to him for 


righteousness. 


Chap. 17:5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


RABS, Jews, and Christians all 
A honor Abraham as a_ patriarch. 

Through his son Ishmael, born of 
Hagar, his wife’s handmaid, Abraham is 
the father of the Arabs. Mohammed, by 
forcing his religious system, Islam, on 
the Arab world, gave the descent from 
Abraham a religious aspect. The Jews 
are sons of Abraham through Isaac and 
Jacob, and are, of course, the people 
of promise, “to whom pertaineth the 
adoption, and the glory, and the cove- 
nants. and the giving of the law, and 
the service of God, and the promises; 
whose are the fathers” (Rom. 9:4, 5). 
In a religious sense, as receiver of the 
covenant of God, as well as by natural 
descent, Abraham is father of the He- 
brews. His patriarchate in the Chris- 
tian world is purely religious, or better, 
spiritual. We are not the children of 
Abraham by natural generation, but by 
the analogy of faith (Rom. 4:11, 16; Gal, 
3:29). Abraham is, therefore, the head- 
stream of many waters. 

Abraham's period is about 2000 B.C. 
We shall not quibble about a century 
one way or the other. His native home 
was Ur of the Chaldees, a thriving city 
in Mesopotamia, where culture and com- 
merce were highly developed. As a 
young boy he doubtless mastered .the 
“three R's” in the schools, ‘traces of 
which have been unearthed. One thing 
seems certain, that he had more com- 
fortable living conditions in his old 
home than during the hundred years of 
his sojourn in Canaan. The middle class 
homes in Ur had twenty or so rooms, 
but in Canaan he lived in tents (Heb. 
11:9). I wonder how many tents he 
wore out in a century! 
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The blight of paganism had descended 
on Ur, as on all the world. Nanna, the 
moon-goddess, was the chief deity of 
the district. Out of this rich, but pagan, 
culture God called Abraham for the 
establishing of His testimony and the 
beginning of His long redemptive pro- 
gram. Abraham's father made his son’s 
call the occasion of a family migration 
to the northwest of Mesopotamia, but 
this did not fulfill God's intention, and 
after Terah’s death, Abraham followed 
the leading of the Lord into that little 
land where God's purpose was to ripen 
in the coming of the long-promised “seed 
of the woman,” two millenniums later. 

This lesson has great historical, doc- 
trinal, and practical values. The his- 
torical values need no stressing here. 
For the doctrinal teaching we should 
turn to Romans 4, Galatians 4 and 5, 
and for practical application to Hebrews 
11:8-19. The great Christian truth re- 
covered by the Reformation, justifica- 
tion by faith, has its root in the pas- 
sage which we are to study (Gen, 15:6). 


Verse by Verse 

Gen. 15:1.—“After these things 
I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great 
reward.” God had been Abram’s sword 
in the preceding chapter (vs. 14-16); 
now He promises to be his shield against 
any retaliation that Abram might fear 
from the defeated kings. Abram’s re- 
fusal ot reward from the king of Sodom 
(chap. 14: 21-23) was answered by God's 
assurance of “exceeding great reward.” 

Verse 2.—“Lord God, what wilt thou 
give me, seeing I go childless?” God 
has committed Himself to Abram, and 
the patriarch takes God at His. word, 
and follows up his advantage, referring 
it to the thing nearest his heart, his 
desire for a son. Ten years have elapsed 
since he came into Canaan, and the hope 
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seems no nearer fulfillment, till now 
he is anticipating death without a true 
heir. “The steward of my house is this 
Eliezer of Damascus.” Delitzsch gives 
“inheritor” for “steward,” which seems 
to fit better with the following verse. 

Verse 3.—“One born in my house is 
mine heir.” Abram has taken upon him 
to speak to Jehovah, and he presses his 
case (see chap. 18:27). Keil’s rendering 
is, “an inmate of my house,” rather con- 
trasting with the servants “born in his 
own house” in chapter 14:14. The 
thought is that a complete foreigner will 
possess all this wealth for want of a son. 

Verse 4.—“And, behold, the word of 
the Lord.” This is very emphatic. God 
is making a big point of this. “He that 
shall come forth out of thine own bowels 
shall be thine heir.” There is to be no 
legal fiction about God’s promise. Abram 
will be the father of his heir, despite 
the natural prospects, 

Verse 5.—“Look now toward heaven.” 
A little allegorizing may not hurt here. 
When the earthward prospects look 
gloomy, try the upward look. This is 
the second time that God had bidden 
Abram take in the prospect. When Lot 
chose the fertile plain of Jordan, God 
bade Abram look out on his assured in 
heritance (chap. 13:14, 15), and while hi 
eyes were on the earth assured him that 
his seed would be as the dust. Now God 
is lifting His servant’s eyes from the 
earthly scene to the sure help of Heaven, 
and bids him calculate his offspring in 
terms of the stars. In those days they 
thought they could count the stars, but 
God knew better, and really promised 
“a great multitude, which no man could 
number.” Some see in chapter 13:16 
the earthly seed, the nation Israel. and 
in chapter 15:5 the heavenly seed, the 
Church, 

Verse 6—“And he believed in the 
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Lord; and he counted it to him for right- 
eousness.” Righteousness is first a con- 
dition of the heart. The heart that turns 
to God in submissive trust is rightly 
related to Him. We are right with God 
when we say Amen to His Word. That 
is what it means to believe in Him. 
“How should man be just with God?” 
(Job 9:2.) Not by trying to duplicate 
God’s righteousness, but by believing in 
Him. Then His righteousness is put to 
our account. When we are right with 
God, we are right. 


Verses 7-21.——Do not fail to see in these 
verses how God responded to Abram’s 
faith in bringing him into covenant 
bonds with Himself. 

Gen. 17:1-4-—After a long silence, 
doubtless a chastening for Abram’s run- 
ning ahead of God in taking Hagar, God 
again reveals Himself, when things 
looked hopeless, under a name which 
revived hope—El Shaddai, God the 
Mighty One. How this would answer 
to “his own body now dead,” and “the 
deadness of Sarah’s womb”! (Rom. 4:19.) 

Verse 5—“Thy name shall be Abra- 


ham.” The original and former name 
meant, “high father”; the new name 
meant, “father of multitudes.” Fre- 


quently the bestowal of a name, or a 
change of name, is a pledge of divine 
activity (Gen. 17:15; 32:28; Matt. 16:18). 

Verse 6.—“. .. nations . ,. . and kings.” 
Abraham’s offspring would not be lost 
in the crowd, but would be separate 
peoples. How true this has been, espe- 
cially of the Jews, mingling but not 
absorbed! Royal dynasties have come 
of the patriarch, and we remember that 
God’s final King came of the seed of 
Abraham after the flesh. 


Verse 7.—“. . . an everlasting covenant, 
to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed 
after thee.” No short-term arrange- 
ments here! The faithful God will keep 
every item of His pledge to Abraham 
His friend. Ultimately this is the cove- 
nant that God has made with His Son, 
Jesus Christ, in whom all will be ful- 
filled. (See 2 Cor, 1:20.) 

Verse 8.—“. . . all the land of Canaan, 
for an everlasting possession.” Did God 
dispossess Israel with the coming of the 
times of the Gentiles, or with the dis- 
persion in A.D. 70? The present activ- 
ity of Israel should make those who 
think so pause and think again. In or 
out of the land, Israel is the possessor 
by divine pledge. Not the sons of Ish- 
mael have claim, but the sons of Isaac 
(Rom, 9:7). 

Verses 9-14—Here God gives Abra- 
ham the token of His covenant, the rite 
of circumcision. 

Verse 18.—“O that Ishmael might live 
before thee!” How we cling to the 
works of the flesh! If only Abraham 


could have seen down the ages, and seen 
the conflict between his son after the 
flesh and his son after the promise, even 
now, after four thousand years! 


And 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
2. April 8.—The Beginnings of Sin. 
Genesis 3:1 to 5:5; 6:5 to 9:17 
Next Week’s Lesson 
4. April 22.—The Period of Moses. 
Exodus 14 and 15; Deuteronomy 
5 and 6; Psalm 136 








God granted him his request (v. 20), 
to be a means of chastening the seed 
of the covenant. 


Verse 19.—“Sarah . Isaac.” God 
seeks to focus Abraham’s thought on 
the divine purpose, of which Sarah is 
to be the instrument. By way of fur- 
ther encouragement, God reveals the 
name of the promised son, Isaac, mean- 
ing “laughter” (Gen. 17:17; 18:12; 21:6). 
There is joy in the will of God, but 
strife outside of it (chap, 16:12). Isaac 
is the promise of the final joy when 
God’s purposes are all fulfilled. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Last week’s lesson ieft us with the 
promise of a seed, a suffering and tri- 
umphant seed, the Seed of the woman 
(Gen, 3:15). Our lesson this week also 
focuses on the promise of a seed, this 
time a seed for Abraham, the man who 
dared to step out with God, “not know- 
ing whither he went” (Heb. 11:8). Ulti- 
mately the same Seed is in view in both 
cases. Both promises are fulfilled in 
Christ. In the one case the Seed of the 
woman is the destroyer of “that old 
serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan” 
(Rev. 20:2, 10). In the other case the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT were the initial and final 
crises of faith in the life of Abra- 
ham? 

2. How are the years between those 
crises described in the New Testament? 

3. At what point are we informed that 
Abraham’s faith was counted to him for 
righteousness? 

4. How was God’s statement, “I am thy 
shield,” specially appropriate to the cir- 
cumstances? 

5. How was God’s statement, “Iam... 
thy exceeding great reward,” peculiarly 
appropriate to the situation of the mo- 
ment? 

6. How did Abraham react to such a 
blank check from God? 

7. In what two steps did God pin down 
the line of heirship for Abraham? ? 

8. How many serious separations was 
Abraham called on to make for the sake 
of God’s calling? 

9. What promises were made to Abra- 
ham regarding his seed? 

10. What Scripture categorically says 
that the seed promised to Abraham was 
Christ? 

(Answers on page 283) 
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work of the Seed is to bestow universal 
blessing (Gen, 22:18). But it may be 
well to list some of the things spoken 
about the seed of Abraham, and see how 
they apply to Christ: 

1. It was a miraculous seed (Gen, 17: 
17; Luke 1:35). 

2. It was a long-awaited seed (Gen. 
18:11; Gal. 4:4). 

3. It was a numerous seed (Gen, 15:5; 
Heb. 2:13; Rev. 7:9). 

4. It was a suffering seed (Gen. 15:13; 
Isa, 53, and the like). 

5. It was a conquering seed (Gen. 15: 
14; Phil. 2:9-11). 

6. It was a sacrificial seed (Gen, 22:2: 
John 3:16). 

7. It was a seed of blessing (Gen, 22: 
18; Acts 3:25, 26). 

It is noticeable that Abraham’s chief 
desire was right along the line of God’s 
purpose. Above everything he wanted 
a seed, and made that his plea (Gen. 
15:2, 3). On the divine side God had 
chosen him as head of the line by which 
His own Son should come into the world. 
Happy is the man whose desires accord 
with the will and purposes of God! That 
man will have his heart’s desire in full 
measure. 

See also how it was in relation to the 
promise of a seed that Abraham “be- 
lieved in the Lord; and he counted it to 
him for righteousness.” Justifying faith 
is centered in the seed of Abraham, the 
Son of God, our Lord Jesus. No heart 
is right with God that does not receive 
His testimony concerning His Son. How- 
ever men may talk about faith in God, 
it is either ignorance or hypocrisy if it 
refuses the witness of Christ. God does 
not stand apart from the Lord Jesus in 
demanding the faith of men, but iden- 
tifies His Son with Himself as the ob- 
ject of faith. (See John 5:20-23; 14:1: 
Luke 9:35; Col. 1:19.) 


Outline of the Lesson 
God’s dealings with Abraham were all 

in relation to a covenant into which He 

entered with His “friend” (Isa. 41:8). 

We can therefore think of: 

1. The man of the covenant (chaps. 12 to 
14). 

2. The “cutting” of the covenant (chap. 
15). 

3. The seal of the covenant (chap. 17). 

4. The fellowship of the covenant (chap. 
18). 

5. The proving of the covenant (chap. 
22). 

6. The fulfillment of the covenant — the 
whole of the New Testament, and 
still in process, 


Topics for Development 
Communications, Consider the occa- 
sions when God communicated with 
Abraham: 
1. The call to emigrate (Gen, 12:1-3). 
2. God meets him in the land (v. 7). 
3. The inheritance is viewed (chap. 13: 
14-18). 
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Lesson for April 15 

4. The solemn covenant (chap. 15:1- 
21). 

5. The sealing of the covenant (chap. 
17: 1-22). 

6. God’s friend becomes 
(chap, 18: 1-33). 

7. The birthright fixed on Isaac (chap. 
21:12, 13). 
8. God tests His friend (chap. 22:1, 2). 
9. Isaac is restored (vs. 15-18). 
From Faith to Faith, 


intercessor 


Abraham’s early 


faith was characterized by its daring. 
He “went out, not knowing.” There is 
something adventuresome about that, 


But faith will not always be fed on ad- 
venture. It has to learn to endure the 
long grind, the long waiting, when little 
seems to happen. For one thing, Abra- 
ham was promised the land to which 
God led him, but he lived in it a hun- 
dred years without owning more than a 
burial plot (chap. 23). He even had 
to wait for twenty-five years after ar- 
riving in the country for the birth of 
the promised son. Faith must add to its 
daring, endurance. Then faith was cast 
into the crucible in old age, with the 
demand to offer up Isaac. And here we 
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see faith in its crowning glory, “account- 
ing that God was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead.” 


Personal Applications 

There is no future in Ur when God 
says, “Go forth” (Gen, 12:1). 

When God opens the door of bounty, 
step in (chap. 15:1). 

Bring your desires into line with the 
will of God, and the measure of be- 
stowal will amaze you (chap, 15:5; Psa. 
37:4; Eph. 3:20). 

See that you are not counting for 
righteousness what God reckons as filthy 
rags (Gen. 15:6; Isa. 64:6). 

Don't cling to Ishmael when God is 
offering you Isaac, or you will have con- 
flict instead of laughter (Gen, 17:18; 21: 
6). 


Golden Text 

Genesis 15:1—“I am thy shield, and 
thy exceeding great reward.” Dare for 
God, and He will protect you (chap, 14: 
14-16); honor God, and He will give you 
more than you can imagine (chap. 14: 
22, 23; 15:5). Compare with Psalm 84:11, 

WHEATON, ILL, 


} “The battle is the LORD'S.” 


CISAM.17: 47.) 


“YE shall not need to fight 
in this battle?*c 1m cHRoN. 20:17.) 





HIS THe SHIELD ~HIS To WIELD! 


The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 


minister and Bible expositor, 
churches. 


is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 


He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMNs 
“We're Marching to Zion” 
“Anywhere With Jesus” 
“Trust and Obey” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merciful 
Father, we come before Thee today 
grateful for Thy care and goodness, and 
for all the promises of Thy Word on 
which our faith may rest. Especially 
we praise Thee for our Saviour, and 
pray for Thy help to live always as 
those who are His, honoring Him in all 
our ways. When it is hard to be faith- 
ful to Thee, when we feel lonely and 
discouraged, cheer and strengthen us to 
keep on in Thy will and way. Remem- 
ber today all sick and sad folk, the needy, 
the homeless, the defeated, and the sin- 
ful, that in Thee they may find salva- 
tion, deliverance, strength, and comfort. 
Bless our study of Thy Word today, and 
in every place use Thy servants who 
teach and preach the Gospel to revive 
and to extend Thy Church. Forgive us 
our sins, and ever guard and guide us 
and all who call upon Thee; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The Breton sailor 
puts out to sea with this prayer: “My 
God, protect me; my boat is so small and 
Thy sea is so great.” Abram must have 
felt like that after his battle to free his 
nephew Lot. The forces he had defeated 
might rally again in strength that Abram 





LIFE’S HIGHEST PRIVILEGE 


GOD UARDIAN 
AND OUR UERDON 
could not resist. But this worry God 


met with the promise, “Fear not, Abram: 
I am thy shield ...” How that would 
calm his fear! With God to shield him, 
what could man do unto him? 

But God did not stop there. He said, 
“.. and thy exceeding great reward.” 
Abram had just refused a reward the 
heathen king of Sodom had offered him. 
What was more, Abram had given up a 
settled and comfortable life in his home- 
land for the life of a wanderer in a 
strange land, all at God’s call. The-years 
since that call came had brought testing, 
delay, and disappointment. It was no 
easy thing to serve the Lord in a world 








of sin. We sometimes sing: “If I find 
Him, if I follow, What His guerdon 


here?” that is, what reward is ours now? 
And the hymn answers, “Many a sorrow, 
many a labor, many a tear.” Abram 
was finding that to be true, but he also 
found that despite its trials, a life of 
trust and obedience rewards us with God 
Himself standing by to see ‘us through. 
And life has no greater prize than to 
have God Himself as our Father and 
Friend, our Saviour, Helper, and Guide. 
All this God will be to us, if, like Abram, 
we continually trust and obey. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“IT am thy shield, and thy exceeding 
great reward” (Gen. 15:1).—After Abram 
had won the victory over the four kings 
and rescued Lot and his neighbors and 
“all the goods,” and after he had refused 
to accept anything from the king of 
Sodom, “from a thread to a_ sandal- 
thong,” the Word of the Lord came to 
him and bade him, “Fear not.” 

Abram might have entertained fears 
that the kings would secure reinforce- 
ments and attack him. He could now 
disabuse his mind of all fears, for the 
Lerd said, “I am thy shield.” He would 
protect and deliver him from all his 
enemies. David called the Lord his 
shield (2 Sam. 22:3). It is not presump- 
tuous for believers to use the same lan- 
guage today (Psa. 84:11). I have counted 
100 occurrences of the expression “fear 
not” in the Scriptures, that is, the actual 
words, or their equivalent (Heb. 13:6). 

The Lord also said to Abram, “I am 

. thy exceeding great reward.” With 
the Lord as his portion, he was better 
off than if he had accepted all the booty 
offered him by the king of Sodom. 

Happy the person who can say with 
the psalmist, “The Lord is the portion 
of ...my cup” (Psa, 16:5). No “cup,” 
regardless of its capacity, can contain 
Him in His infinite fullness; hence the 
exclamation: “My cup runneth over” 
(Psa. 23:5). 

Believers ask in the language of the 
poet: 

O what is all that earth can give? 

I'm called to share God’s own joy! 

The rewards of earth remind us of the 
boy who found a wallet containing hun- 
dreds of dollars. He discovered the 
owner’s name and address in it. Upon 
returning the wallet, the owner gave the 
boy a dime as his reward! 

“Lord God, what wilt thou give me?” 
(Gen, 15:2.)—It was not things Abram 
wanted. He was a rich man. The force 
of his cry, “I go childless,” is, “I de- 
part, I die childless.” He craved an heir 
to whom he could leave his all. The 
thought of leaving everything to a house- 
hold servant was not pleasant to him. 

Abram’s name by interpretation means 
“sreat father.” He wanted a son and 
seed to inherit the promises. He wanted, 
as Matthew Henry says, “an assurance 
of his relation to the Messiah, of which 
God had already encouraged him to 
maintain the expectation.” 

Abram’s question, “What wilt thou 
give me?” reveals how simple, frank, 
and open-hearted we can be in commun- 
ing with the Lord. It reminds one that 
Peter said, “Behold, we have forsaken 
all, and followed thee; what shall we 
have therefore?” (Matt. 19:27.) Our 
gracious, understanding Lord did not 
chide him for asking such a “mercenary” 
question, as some would call it. But He 

.zave him the assurance of a throne and 
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the privilege of reigning over one of the 
tribes of Israel in His millennial King- 
dom. The Lord will be no man’s debtor, 

A military man once said to an elderly 
minister of the Gospel, “If I had power 
over the pension list, I would have you 
put on half-pay for your leng and faith- 
ful service.” He _ replied: “Ah, my 
friend, your master may put you off 
with half-pay: but my Master will not 
serve me so meanly: He will give me full 
pay. Through grace I expect a full re- 
ward.” 

A Christian was speaking to a crowd 
of people in the open air in England. 
A man driving past. shcuted, “Well, 
governor, you'll be getting a half-crown 
for that job.” Instantly the speaker re- 
plied: “No, my man, you’re wrong. The 
Lord Jesus Christ, my Master, never 
gives half-crowns. He gives whole 
crowns to those who serve Him.” 

“He counted it to him for righteous- 
ness” (Gen. 15:6).—Martin Luther con- 
sidered this verse the most important 
one in the Old Testament. The Apostle 
Paul. by the Spirit of God, makes use 
of this verse to prove the fact of justi- 
fication by faith. (See Rom. 4; Gal. 3: 
6-14.) In response to God’s word, Abram 
looks at the star-studded sky and hears 
five words, “So shall thy seed be,” and 
implicitly believes God, and is counted 
righteous. And righteousness shall be 
imputed to us also, if we believe (Rom. 
4:24, 25). 

We are not limited to five words, for 
we have four Gospels containing God’s 
record of His Son. But I have a friend 
who says when he believed a five-word 
message, he was justified. I asked for 
the five words, and he answered, “Christ 
died for the ungodly.” All I could say 
to that was “Amen !” 


“A father of many nations have I made 
thee” (Gen. 17:5).—This chapter opens 
with the revelation cf Almighty God to 
Abram. Only Almighty God can fulfill 
the promise He made. At least ten times 
God uses the word “will” in this chap- 
ter. He says: “I will make,” “I will 
give,” “I will bless,” and so forth. 

These blessings could not come in con- 
nection with Ishmael, for he was a fig- 
ure of the flesh. All Ged’s thoughts were 
centered in Isaac—typical of Christ. God's 
promises far exceeded all Abraham’s 
expectations. And He is the one who is 
able to do “exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think,” in connection 
with the spiritual blessings mentioned in 
Ephesians 1. 

“Oh, Grandpa,” said Charlie, “see how 
white the apple trees are with blos- 
soms !” “Yes,” said Grandpa, “if the trees 
keep their promises, there will be plenty 
of apples: but if they are like some boys 
I know, there may not be any.” “What 
do you mean by the trees keeping their 
promises?” “Why,” returned Grandpa, 
“blossoms are only the trees’ promises, 
just as promises boys make sometimes 
are blossoms. Sometimes the frost nips 
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these blossoms, both on the trees and in 
the boys.” “I see,” Charles remarked: 
“then you think when I promise to be 
a better boy, I am only in blossom. But 
I'll show you that the frost can’t nip 
my blossoms.” 

All God's promises are “yea and .,, 
Amen,” in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 1:20). 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, two weeks ago in the 

lesson on the Creation we looked at 
the stars, trying to get at least a faint 
conception of the magnitude of God's 
marvelous creative power. In _ today’s 
lesson text we read that God brought 
Abram “forth abroad [outside], ahd said, 
Look now toward heaven, and _ tell 
[count] the stars, if thou be able to num- 
ber them: and he said unto him, So shall 
thy seed be.” Oh, fellows, think of it: 
in what a large way God deals with His 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for April 15 


seeking servants! Abram was asking 
for a son, and God answered by giving 
him millions of sons. The limitless space 
of the universe was God’s measuring rod 
for blessing upon Abram, His servant, 


I do not believe Abram fully realized 
all that God planned to do for him and 
through him, although upon three occa- 
sions before this (Gen. 12:2, 3, 7; 13:14- 
17) God had definitely promised him great 
possessions and great posterity. And 
now Abram is nearly 100 years old, with 
no child, so he pleads with God to give 
him a son. God had promised that his 
descendants would be “as the dust of the 
earth: so that if a man can number the 
dust of the earth, then shall thy seed 
also be numbered” (v. 16). 

It would be very stupid to take a half- 
pint cup to milk a four-gallon cow; but 
we are far more stupid than that when 
we ask God for fragments while He has 
great and complete blessings ready to 
bestow upon us whenever we have the 
faith to expect them. “My expectation 
is from him” (Psa, 62:5), for “the Lord 
God .. . only doeth wondrous things” 
(Psa. 72:18). Write those two phrases 
on the flyleaf of your Bible and make 
them a part of your prayers. I am sure 
that none of us has ever asked God for 
as much as He is waiting and desiring to 
give us. 

“Prove me now herewith, saith. the 
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out 
a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10). This 
promise was made in connection with 
paying to God a tenth of the income. 
Our Heavenly Father is just as bountiful 
in every other department of our rela- 
tionship to Him. Did you ever try to 
imagine the size of “the windows of 
heaven”? Surely God can open a big 
window! And He does not use His win- 
dows as we do ours—to let out bad 
air, or let in fresh air—but only to 
pour out blessing upon those who look 
up in faith to receive it. 

“Now unto him that is able to do ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto him be glory in 
the church by Christ Jesus throughout 
all ages, world without end. Amen” 
(Eph, 3:20, 21). 

FontTANA Dan, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Gop’s CovENANT WiTH ABRAHAM 

HIS is our third and last Sunday in 
the Book of Genesis in this bird’s- 
eye view of the Bible. We spent two 
Sundays on the first nine chapters, leav- 
ing only one Sunday for the other forty- 
one. At first sight this seems a very 
unequal division, but in reality it is not. 
For the first nine chapters cover a period 
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of over sixteen hundred years, whereas 
the rest of Genesis covers a period 
of less than seven hundred years. We 
have already studied a little about the 
first three great events recorded in this 
Book, What are they? (Creation, Fall, 
Flood.) 

Today we will start with Babel. The 
story is told in only nine verses, but the 
results of that event still affect us all. 
So let us read together Genesis 11:1-9. 
All the people on earth at this time were 
descendants of Noah, yet we do not read 
of one godly man among them! How 
many times do the words “us” and “we” 
occur in verses 3 and 4? Notice that 
the people do not so much as mention 
God, although they are planning to in- 
vade His Heaven! Their words sound 
painfully like those of the Devil found 
in Isaiah 14:12-14. So God confounded 
their language, and that is why some of 
you girls have to study foreign languages 
in high school. 

The end of chapter 11 and the begin- 
ning of chapter 12 tell of the call of 
Abraham. The world had forgotten God, 
but God had not forgotten the world. 
He called one man to leave the wicked 
city in which he lived to go to a land 
that God would show him, when he 
reached it. Abraham is the first man we 
know of who set out “under sealed or- 
ders.” Hebrews 11:8 summarizes Abra- 
ham’s obedience. By his faith Abraham 
won a place in the eternal Hall of Fame, 
and he became the one through whom all 
the families of the earth were blessed. 
Read God’s covenant with Abraham in 
Genesis 12:2, 3. Here God said, “I will 
make of thee a great nation,” yet Abra- 
ham did not have so much as one child 
at that time! Now read God’s promise 
to him in Genesis 13:14-17. Later Abra- 
ham and his servants rescued all the 
inhabitants of Sodom who had been car- 
ried captive by their enemies. The king 
of Sodom offered to reward Abraham, 
but he refused everything so that the 
king would not be able to say, “I have 
made Abram rich.” Abraham’s wealth 
came from God. God was pleased that 
Abraham refused wealth from an un- 
godly king, so He said to him, “I am 
thy shield, and thy exceeding great re- 
ward” (Gen. 15:1). The Apostle Paul 
understood a little about what a great 
reward that is! He said, “I have suf- 
fered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ” 
(Phil. 3:8). 

Abraham had less knowledge of the 
Lord than Paul, because Jesus had not 
yet come to earth, the Bible was not 
yet written, and there were no other 
believers with whom to meet. So Abra- 
ham did not immediately understand 
what a wonderful promise God had 
given him. Read his question in Gen- 
esis 15:2, 3. What was God’s answer? 
Remember Abraham had not yet one 
child, but when God said that his de- 
scendants would be as the stars of 
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heaven for multitude, he believed Him 
immediately. Do you know why that 
was? Abraham had taken time to get 
acquainted with God. All difficulty in 
believing. Him comes from not knowing 
Him. In Genesis 17 we find that Abra- 
ham was now ninety-nine years old, and 
still had no child! Again God appeared 
to him. Read the first eight verses. 
Here is another test of Abraham’s faith. 
God now tells him to change his name 
from Abram to Abraham, which means, 
“father of many nations.” Abraham 
might have said, “All my neighbors will 
think I am crazy when I tell them to 
call me Abraham in the future.” But 
he did not. He never questioned any- 
thing God told him. He believed and 
worshiped. 

Now let us have the story of Abraham 
Dora wrote for our library book, 


ABRAHAM 


God told Abraham to leave the bad city 
in which he lived. 

Abraham did what God told him to do. 

He went to the country Ged gave him. 

He let greedy Lot choose the land he 
wanted. 

He saved Lot from the bad kings. 

— got to be one hundred years 
old. 

Then he got a baby boy named Isaac. 

When Isaac was big, Abraham gave him 
to God. 

Abraham always believed God. 

Now read Genesis 17:19. The covenant 
God made with Abraham was to be es- 
tablished with Isaac also. Then in Gen- 
esis 28:13, 14 we find God renewing His 
covenant with Jacob, 

Since we do not have time for all the 
patriarchs in one lesson, we must skip 
down to Joseph, great-grandson of Abra- 
ham. We chose him in preference to 
Isaac or Jacob because he is the link 
between Genesis and Exodus, 


Let us have Wilma’s story of Joseph. 


JOSEPH 


Joseph’s father Jacob loved him very 
much, 

He gave him a coat of many colors. 

Joseph’s brothers hated him. 

They sold him to be a slave in Egypt. 

He worked for a rich man. 

A bad woman got him put into prison. 

In prison he told the meaning of two 
dreams, 

Then the king had two dreams, 

Joseph told him the meaning’ of his 
dreams. 

The king made Joseph ruler in Egypt. 

Joseph’s father and bad brothers had 
nothing to eat. 

Joseph told them to come and live in 
Egypt. 

They came, and Joseph was kind to them 


all. 
Joseph’s brothers were sorry they had 
been mean to him, 

God told Abraham that He was his 
shield. Later God shielded Isaac, Jacob, 
and Joseph. During Joseph’s hard years 
we read again and again, “And the Lord 
was with Joseph.” Each of these fcur 
patriarchs was the richest man of his 
day, for the Lord was with him and 
blessed him. God’s covenant with Abra- 
ham was an eternal covenant. You and 
I will see Abraham's descendants living 
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in the land God gave him. And we 
have already seen how all the families 
of the earth have been blessed through 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who as man was 
a descendant of Abraham. God keeps 
His promises, 

Assignments: Donna, will you please 
write about Baby Moses from Exodus 
1 and 2? Dorothy, will you please write 
about the Israelites being delivered from 
Egypt, Exodus 12 and 13? 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Her Partnership.—After these things 
the word of the Lord came unto Abram 
in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I 
am thy shield, and thy exceeding great 
reward (Gen. 15:1, Golden Text). An 
unusual woman was being interviewed 
by a reporter. Although a widow for 
years, she had reared six children of 
her own and twelve adopted children. 
In spite of her busy and useful life she 
was noted for her poise and charm. The 
reporter asked how she had managed. 
“You see, I’m in partnership.” “What 
kind of partnership?” She replied, “One 
day, a long time ago, I said, ‘Lord, I'll 
do the work, and You do the worrying,’ 
and I haven’t had a worry since!” Work 
and trust in God! That’s a wonderful 
partnership. The will to work is price- 
less. We should beware of our modern 
schemes to live without honest toil. 
Everyday duties need never be a bur- 
den, however, when we let God carry 
part of the load. When we let Him do 
the worrying, we release ourselves from 
our fears and fussiness. When we take 
Him into partnership, we reinforce our 
weak efforts by His divine power. No 
one need feel sorry for himself with the 
Lord on his side——From the Sanctuary. 
Sent by the Rev. Charles V. Naugle, 
Macungie, Pa. 


God’s Faithfulness——I am thy shield, 
and thy exceeding great reward (Gen. 
15:1, Golden Text). The ancient divine 
promise to the nation was not different 
from God’s promise to Abraham, the in- 
dividual. Abraham had tested God’s 
fidelity personally; he knew God would 
be true to the nation. There is a large 
oak tree at the corner of my church. 
When I entered Baylor University, a 
penniless boy from a rent farm, but 
determined to work my way through 
college, this spot was a part of the old 
Baylor campus. That oak tree marked 
the place where I put God’s promise 
to the test in a critical moment of my 
life. I had come away from home with 
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ten dollars in my pocket and Psalm 37:5 
hid in my heart. But my money soon 
gave out, no job opened, bills accumu- 
lated, and it seemed necessary for me 
to abandon my hope of an education. 
In desperation one night I flung myself 
on my face underneath that friendly oak 
tree. I yielded myself wholly to the 
will of God, begging Him to come to my 
relief if it could be His pleasure for me 
to continue in school. A few days later 
His answer came, and I went on to grad- 
uate after years of struggle. Later the 
old dormitory was torn down, the new 
First Baptist Church rose on the site, 
but the oak tree was left. Thirty years 
ago I was called to the pastorate of the 
church. And that majestic tree yet 
stands, my altar, where God made sure 
His promise. After these thirty years 
in this church, I can avow that the same 
covenant-keeping God has continually 
answered prayers.—From the Teacher, 
S. B.C. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 


Unlimited Resources.—And he brought 
him forth abroad, and said, Look now 
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou 
be able to number them: and he said 
unto him, So shall thy seed be (Gen. 15: 
5). We are profoundly impressed with 
the unlimited resources of the God of 
the Bible. When He makes an ocean 
He makes it so deep that no man can 
fathom it. When He makes flowers, He 
scatters multiplied millions of them 
where there is no one to admire them 
but Himself. When He makes grace, He 
makes it without sides or bottom and 
leaves the top off. Instead of giving 
salvation with a medicine dropper, He 
pours it forth like a river. Whatever 
blessing is in our cup it is sure to run 
over, With him the calf is always the 
fatted calf; the robe is always the best 
robe; the joy is unspeakable; the peace 
passeth understanding; the grace is so 
abundant that the recipient has all-suf- 
ficiency for all things, and abounds to 
every good work, There is no grudging 
in God’s benevolence; He does not meas- 
ure out His goodness as the apothecary 
counts his drops and measures his drams, 
slowly and exactly, drop by drop. Well 
may we cry with the apostle, “I have 
all, and abound.’—From Springs in the 
Valley. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans.; and Mrs. Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Taking Him at His Word.—And he 
believed in the Lord (Gen. 15:6). “How 
do you explain it?” asked one who heard 
an old saint tell of a wonderful answer 
to prayer. “I don’t,” she answered sim- 
ply. “I just took the Lord at His word, 
and He took me at mine.”—From God’s 
Revivalist. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


God’s Better Plan.—And he believed 


in the Lord (Gen, 15:6). A missionary 
told how once in South America funds 
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were so low that after a period of exer- 
cise he felt it was the Lord's will he 
should sell his horse and all attending 
equipment. This was the only means 
by which he could make the journeys, 
but it seemed to him the command of 
the Lord. “And if God commands me —” 
This was a test of faith indeed. He got 
a purchaser and walked to his house 
praying God would show him his next 
move. He found a letter awaiting him 
containing a substantial check with the 
message, “Buy a car.” God had enabled 
him.—From Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Out of the Mouth of Babes.—!I will 
establish my covenant between me and 
thee and thy seed after thee .. . for 
an everlasting covenant (Gen. 17:7). 
There is a story told by Margaret Bar- 
ton, the founder of the King’s Daugh- 
ters, a wonderfully unique and gracious 
soul. She herself told me this. She 
was Sitting in the home of an aged Scots- 
man, when she was on a visit to that 
country. At night, he, of course, gath- 
ered his children around him to teach 
them the catechism, and she listened to 
see how he did it. He asked a little 
girl the usual question out of the cate- 
chism, “What is the chief end of man?” 
The little girl looked up at her father 
with great pride, and answered, “The 
chief end of man is to glorify God and 
enjoy Him forever.” “Splendid!” said 
her father: then, to try the depth of her 
thinking, he asked a question that was 
not in the catechism: “Now, daughter, 
what is the chief end of God?” She 
thought a minute, then she said, “The 
chief end of God is to glorify man and 
enjoy him forever!” And so it is!— 
From address by Dr. Len. G. Broughton 
at Second World’s Christian Fundamen- 
tals Conference. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


Rejection Will Not Prevent Fulfill- 
ment.—And I will give unto thee, and to 
thy seed after thee ... all the land of 
Canaan, for an everlasting possession 
(Gen. 17:8). The Courier published an 
interesting comment from a Palestine 
missionary to the effect that the Arabs 
dislike to buy the Bible because they 
say it promises to give their land to the 
Jew, and they say that the promise to 
Abraham still holds good. They are right 
concerning the promise, but their re- 
fusal to buy and read the Bible will not 
prevent the fulfillment of its prophecies. 
—From Prophecy. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
we 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for April 15 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

Abraham, a Generous Man (Gen, 13:5-12) 

SING your books, who would like to 

tell us how God made the world? 
First tell us the Bible words (Gen. 1:1), 
and then what God did each day. Who 
will tell us about a terrible flood and 
the promise God gave? Who can say 
the Psalm poem that tells God He has 
fixed the oceans and land, and made 
summer and winter? (Psa. 74:17.) Who 
can name five books of the Bible that 
tell God’s laws and what happened to 
people who broke or kept them? 

The Book of Genesis tells of another 
man who loved God and cbeyed Him — 
Abraham Lot lived with his Uncle 
Abraham. Both of them had hundreds 
of sheep and cows, and hired men to 
take care of them. There were pas- 
tures and fields of grass, and wells to 
water the cattle. But somehow Abra- 
ham’s men and Lot’s men wanted the 
same pasture at the same time. And 
they quarreled about the wells, too. I 
wonder why. Maybe you can tell me. 
I hear boys and girls quarreling be- 
cause they want the same thing at the 
same time. So maybe you know! But 
the Lord doesn’t like quarrels. Abraham 
didn’t like quarrels, either. And all the 
heathen people around were listening to 
the Lecrd’s people quarrel! And espe- 
cially two people in the same family! 
My, my, something must be done! 

Abraham did it. “Lot, don’t let’s quar- 
rel. You pick out the pasture you like 
best, and I'll take what is left.” Lot 
picked —he picked the very best, too, 
for himself. Just like you, probably! 
But Abraham didn’t argue about it: he 
let him have it. Abraham took the 
poor pasture and the wells that were 
left. Lot moved off with his sheep and 
cows and men to his fine land. But 
Abraham got along fine—even better 
than Lot—on his poorer pasture, be- 
cause God was with him and blessed him. 

Many, many years afterward, when 
God Himself came to live on earth — 
that was the Lord Jesus, wasn't it? — 
He gave His people some new laws. 
They are written in the first books of 
the New Testament, the Gospels. One 
of those laws is: “As ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye also to 
them likewise” (Luke 6:31, Memory 
Verse). Do you think Abraham would 
have liked Lot to say, “You pick out 
the pasture you want, Abraham, and I'll 
take what's left’? No doubt, Abraham 
would have liked to pick the good, green 
pasture. But he was generous and gave 
Lot just what he wanted himself. He 
kept the Golden Rule way back in his 
days, so it wasn’t so new after all. How 
wonderfully the Lord kept that rule! 
Knowing how glorious Heaven was and 
how much we would like it, He left that 
beautiful Home to come down here, 
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and picked all the hard things for Him- 
self, even death on the cross, so we 
could have the good things and Heaven. 
Now He, too, has all the good things 
again, and a name above every name, 
because of what He did. 

I wonder if you keep the Golden Rule. 
Or do you always pick what you want 
for yourself, instead of giving it to the 
other person who wants it? What nice 
thing do you suppose God would bless 
you with, if you kept His law? I don’t 
know. But you try it to see. It would 
be as bad as an atom bomb on quarrels, 
wouldn't it! See how many quarrels 
you can blow up this week! 

Now for our books! Would some short 
brown marks picture the poor pasture, 
and taller green marks picture the good 
pasture? You could put in some stone 
curbs for wells. And, of course, the 
Golden Rule Memory Verse must be 
there, too. You make your picture for 
the story, and then we will pick out one 
of the best for the class book artist. 
(If desired, start the New Testament 
books by listing the Gospels. Practice 
finding recent Memory Verses: Gen. 
1:1; Psa. 74:17; Luke 6:31.) 

Orono, MAINE. 

*" 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


FTER the children of Noah were 

scattered out over all the earth, we 
find the Bible is largely concerned with 
the children of one son, Shem. We skip 
over the list of the men who lived and 
died, and come to one man whom God 
called, a man named Abram, who lived 
in the city of Ur, down near the Eu- 
phrates River. You can put a date over 
Abram, about 2000 B.C. 

The children know quite a bit about 
Abram. He was, we believe, a leading 
man in his city, but when God told him 
to leave his city and go into a land 
which he would be shown, he went. 
God did tell him to leave his kindred 
and his father’s house, but he took his 
father with him, and his wife and 
nephew. He waited at Haran until his 
father died, then he went on to the land 
of Canaan. God made him many prom- 
ises about that land, that He would give 
it to Abram and his children. God also 
promised Abram that his children would 
become a great nation, when Abram 
didn’t have even one child. But God 
kept his promise, as He always does, 
and Isaac was born, the promised son. 

The children will remember about 
the time God told Abraham to take his 
son and sacrifice him on Mt. Moriah. 
But before that, you might bring in the 
story of Lot and the destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. Use a picture of 
that, if you can find one. Then use 
a picture of Abraham and Isaac on the 
mountain with the ram sent as a sacri- 
fice in place of Isaac. 

Isaac had two sons, Esau and Jacob. 


Uncle Sam 
Was a Wise 
Trader Way 
Back in ’67 


(T4 WO cents per acre I’ll pay 
and not a penny more,” 

Uncle Sam told the Czar back in 
March 1867. So the Russians—being 
reasonable people to deal with in 
those days — signed the deed and 
Alaska came under the American 
flag. Since then, 83 years of gov- 
ernment by the United States 
haven’t been enough to win state- 
hood for “The Great Country,” and 
Alaska remains a territorial store- 
house of wealth and glorious 
promise for the future. 





beauty of Alaska, and in 1951 will 
its 12th Alaskan cruise so 
that more Americans will add to 
their knowledge and appreciation 
of this territory that is destined 
to become our 49th 
If you can go this sum- 


have 


eventually 
State. 


mer, 


unexcelled Christian Fellowship 
Cruise, under the leadership of Mr. 
John W. Lane, Jr. 


Park! 


But if you prefer a shorter vaca- 
tion, we recommend Yellowstone 
For $200! Indeed for as 
little as $135, one can “Streamline” 
from Chicago out to Old Faithful, 
Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, 
and return, with a marvelous time 
all paid for in full, and money left 
over in the pocket. 


It will cost you a total of 3c, or Ic 
more than one acre of Alaska cost 
your Uncle, to write me for free 
Northern Pacific Railway travel 
literature, and then you can think 
over the vacation idea, and later on 
perhaps you'll decide to go. When 
that time comes, I’m sure you will 
be very pleased with the good, 
comfortable, safe service of the 
North Coast Limited, which is 
one of the very nicest trains to 
travel on in this country. 


Just write “G.P.A.,” 952 Northern 
Pacific Railway Building, St. Paul 1, 
Minn., saying, “As a Sunday School 
Times. reader, I’d like your free 
Yellowstone folder. Thanks.” . Oh, 
say, on second thought, this won’t 
cost you even 3c, as a penny postal 
will do the trick. 
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The Sunday 
School Times, in 
co-operation with 
the Northern Pa- 
cific Railway, has 
taken many of its 
readers to see the 
magnificence and 
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Spiritually Hungry 
Indians 


§ Write for your copy of the “Indian Version of 
the 23rd Psalm.”’ It is artistically done with 
Indian drawings. 

The text is from the Psalm in sign language. 
We'll tell how you can help Indians. 

, WwW 

Cook Christian Training School 

5 Box 7158 

\ Phoenix - - . Arizona 

5 Interdenominational 
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It may be some of the children can tell 
the story of these twin boys. You 
should manage a picture of them, Esau 
with his bow and arrow, and Jacob with 
the flock of sheep. Now Esau goes out 
of the picture, and we go on with the 
story of Jacob and his children. Better 
put in the story of Jacob and his dream 
with the ladder up to Heaven. 

Jacob had twelve sons, and it would 
be wise to put all the names on your 
paper, as we meet these names again and 
again in the tribes of Israel. And Ja- 
cob’s name was changed to Israel. The 
names of the sons were: Reuben, Simeon, 
Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun; 











ANNUITIES 
ANNUITIES 


Send today for an interesting free booklet, “A Gift That Lives” 
which tells of a remarkable Annuity Plan—operating over 100 
years—that provides you with a SAFE, GENEROUS, LIFE- 
LONG INCOME and at the same time makes possible the 
continuance of a great vital Christian work . . . the world- 
wide distribution of the Bible. Write THE AMERICAN BIBLE 
SOCIETY, Dept. SS111, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, a 2 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS SoaiscSits“ausy sonora mon, VISUAL MISSIONARY STORIES 


Eoch volume contains 6 complete 
lessons and applications, 32 pages 


$2.25 Ten outstanding stories from all 
over the world. Original mission- 
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Bible Stories—impresses children 
with God's Holy Law. 
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Joseph and Benjamin; Dan and Naph- 
tali; Gad and Asher, 

The children will know little about 
any of them but Joseph, and we are 
chiefly concerned with him. First you 
should have his coat of many colors. 
Primary children always remember that. 
You should be able to get a picture of 
Joseph’s being sold to the Midianites, and 
a picture of Joseph as a great man in 
Egypt. Tell the story as you put on the 
pictures, and in all these lessons, let 
the children tell you the story when- 
ever they know it. Joseph in prison 
would be another good picture. 

And then the thrilling story of Joseph’s 
brothers coming after grain. Don't lose 
anything from that. Joseph knew them 
at once, but he wanted to test them out. 
They thought him dead long ago. It 
wasn't their fault he wasn’t dead. When 
they knew he was Joseph, can’t you pic- 
ture their fear? Here was his chance 
to get more than even with them for 
selling him as a slave. But Joseph had 
forgiven them and he showered them 
with land and fed them through the 
famine, with Pharaoh’s glad consent. 
Joseph, led by his God, saved Egypt from 
famine, and built great storage cities, 
and Pharaoh knew how much he owed 
to Joseph. 

Jacob died in Egypt and a great cara- 
van of people, servants of Pharaoh, and 
Jacob’s family went up with his body 
to bury it in Canaan. When Jacob was 
dead, Joseph’s brethren were again 
afraid of him, thinking now he would 
pay them for the evil they had done him. 
But Joseph told them to have no fear, 
for God had turned their evil deed into 
good for many people, for Joseph had 
been their savior in Egypt, as well as 
the one who saved all Egypt from 
famine. 

Joseph died in Egypt, and he was put 
in a coffin in Egypt, with the promise 
that when God led them back to Ca- 
naan, they would take his body with 
them. 

The children of Israel grew and-multi- 
plied in Egypt until they were a great 
multitude, and a new king came to be 
Pharaoh, and he knew nothing about 
Joseph or his family, but he was afraid 
of the growing host of Israelites, so he 
made slaves of them, treating them 
cruelly and making them work without 
pay. We leave the children of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob in that sad state 
as we close our lesson today, and our 
date is about 1700 B.C. 

You will need to use your pictures 
quickly to get over so much ground, but 
remember the children will get much 
more from the pictures than from what 
you say. 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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Satan may build a hedge about us and ; 


fence us in and hinder our movements, 
but be cannot roof us in and prevent our 
looking up.—Hudson Taylor. 

















Lesson for April 15 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 276) 

1. His departure from Ur and his of- 
fering of Isaac. 

2. See Hebrews 11:10, 

3. When he believed in the Lord con- 
cerning the promised seed (Gen. 15:5, 6), 

4. It quieted any fear of retaliation 
that Abraham may have felt after his 
swift, successful attack upon the plun- 
derers of Sodom (chap. 14:13-16). 

5. It came immediately after Abra- 
ham’s refusal of reward from the king 
of Sodom (chap. 14:21-23). 

6. He immediately mentioned his fond- 
est wish (chap. 15:2, 3), 

7. It would be through natural gener- 
ation from Abraham, not adoption (chap, 
15:4): it would be through a son of his 
own wife, Sarah (chap. 17:15-19). 

8. Three (see Gen. 12:1; 13:8-11; 21: 
9-14). 

9. (a) The number of them (chaps, 13: 


16; 15:5; 22:17): (b) the strength of them 
(chap. 22:17); (c) the blessing of them 


(v. 18); (d) the wealth of them (chap. 
15:14): (e) the land of them (vs. 18-21). 
10. Galatians 3:16, 
WHEATON, ILL, 
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What About Canasta? 


(Continued from second page) 


chance differ from all games of skill. As 
in the case of wine and tobacco so in 
games of chance, the use tends to the 
abuse. One does not necessarily tire of 
the pastime when he has reached a rea- 
sonable limit, as he does in games of 
skill or in ordinary employments. While 
there are those who habitually exercise 
self-control, and who will not exceed 
certain hours in such pastime, the ten- 
dency is in the other direction, and has 
to be recognized as a positive danger to 
the young. ... 

“Moreover, because chance prevails in 
card-playing, card-playing naturally 
tends to an increased interest in a share 
in ventures where there is positive profit 
or loss at stake in the result. ... 

“Raffling in connection with charitable 
fairs, and with benevolent undertakings, 
is a common form of gambling approved 
by many, and which has most pernicious 
results, ... 

“The writer of these pages has had 
occasion to observe the evil results of 
raffling for many years, and on many 
persons of his acquaintance. , . . 

“There are those who do not see that 
there is any essential evil in games of 
chance, nor even in _ risking small 
amounts on the issue of a game, or of a 
raffle or other form of lottery. A promi- 
nent bishop of the Church of England 
said publicly awhile ago that he could 
see no necessary harm in gambling or 
betting. He was sure that there was no 
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Win Men and Women in Europe to Christ 
Through Your Own Substitute Missionary 


The European Christian Mission, which is in its Forty-eighth year, has faithful European nationals 
who desire eagerly to devote their full time to the salvation of souls. 


The European national worker — Is God’s appointed instrument — Knows the language 
Requires less support _ Has a home which can act as a center 
Full support — $50 to $75 a month Partial support — Any amount from $5 upward 


EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN MISSION 


NATIONAL BIBLE CHRISTIAN UNION 


1101 East 35th St., Brooklyn 10, N.Y., U.S.A. 32 Roxborough St., E., Toronto, Ont., Can. 
Rev. G. P. Raud, President Rev. Thomas MacDonald, General Secretary 











The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 











A Complete Course for Your 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


Beginner, Primary, Junior, Intermediate 


No longer is there a question as to the value of holding a Vacation Bible 
School; the major problem is to find material that will enable you to use to the 
best advantage every minute the children are under your care. And here you 
will find the perfect answer in a complete Bible-centered course, with the sole 
aim of bringing the boys and girls to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus 


as their Saviour. 
FOR THE BEGINNERS 
“GOD OUR FATHER AND HIS LOVING CARE” 


Outline Pictures for Beginners—Series I and II 
8 cents each 


Handbook for Teachers 


60 cents each 


FOR PRIMARY GRADES FOR JUNIOR GRADES 


I. “Children of Our Heavenly Father” I. “Our Heavenly Father's Guidebook” 
Pupil’s Workbook—16 cents Pupil’s Workbook—16 cents 
Handbook for Teachers—60 cents Handbook for Teachers—60 cents 

II. “What Our Lord Jesus Wants of Us” Il. “We Use God’s Guidebook” 
Pupil’s Workbook—16 cents Pupil’s Workbook—16 cents 
Handbook for Teachers—60 cents Handbook for Teachers—60 cents 
Ill. “We Are the Lord’s Witnesses” Ill. “We Tell of God’s Guidebook” 
Pupil’s Workbook—16 cents Pupil’s Workbook—16 cents 
Handbook for Teachers—60 cents Handbook for Teachers—60 cents 


FOR THE INTERMEDIATES 


HIS UNCHANGING WORD 
NEW LIFE IN CHRIST 
LIFE STORY OF THE LORD JESUS 


60 cents each 


Each course covers a ten-day period. The lessons are all Bible-centered, 
carefully planned and attractively presented. Practical to use and low in cost, 
these complete courses will meet your every Vacation Bible School need, bring- 
ing joy and blessing to both teacher and pupil. Church workers, missionaries, 
and leading religious publications have given them hearty endorsement. 


Send for Complete Descriptive V.B.S. Circular 





AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street Pe i i Philadelphia 3, Penna. 
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FAITH MISSION 


On-the-Gulf 
Crystal Beach, Pinellas County, Florida 
Missionary rest home, cottages, and trailer space 
available for missionaries and families on furlough. 


hildren’s Bible Clubs and summer camps for 
rural and underprivileged children. 


Write for information and literature 


Bible House of Los Angeles 
927 S. Westmoreland Ave. Los Angeles 6, California 
OUR PRINTED PAGE MINISTRY has served 
Latin America for 47 years. A new edition of 
Spanish Underscored New Testaments is now 
available. As we are enabled, literature sent free 
to missionaries. 





HIAWATHA LAND 


Independent Baptist Missions, Inc. 


Evangelizing the lost in country, cities, and logging 
cainps in Northern Wisconsin and Upper Michigan. 
Also reaching the Indian people. You can share 
in this ministry with your prayers and gifts. Time 
is short. The challenge is great. 


Rev. Arthur A. Glen, Director 
1910 First Avenue South, Escanaba, Michigan 


Hebrew Christian Alliance of America 


For 35 years an outstanding testimony to the 
Jews and the Church for salvation for the Jews. 

A fruitful missionary work to the Jews in South 
America. 

Help for aged and needy Hebrew Christians. 

Spiritual nurture of Jewish believers 

Helping train workers among the Jews. 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

520 Melrose Street Chicago 13, Illinois 





The American Home Bible League 


11046 Wentworth Ave. Chicago 28, Illinois 

From Japan, General Douglas MacArthur writes: 
“It gives me great pleasure to commend the plan 

of the Japanese Home Bible League... .” ray 

for 100,000 Testaments for Japan. Also, Free 
idles for church canvasses. 


Address: REV. SPENCER DEJONG 
National Director 


BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 
4005 Verdugo Road Los Angeles 65, Calif. 


A faith work founded by David L. Cooper, Ph.D., 
Litt.D., to give the Gospel to world-wide Jewry. 


FREE—A copy of our 40-page, illustrated booklet, 
“Biblical Research Society, Its Origin, Aims, 
Methods, and Scope.” 


Southern Highland Evangel 
“FACING THE CHALLENGE” 

is the title of an illustrated folder mailed on request. 

A work established in 1930 that offers opportuni- 


ties for investing life and means for Christ in four 
Appalachian mountain states. 


Biggs, Pike County Kentucky 





Women’s Christian Medical College 


LUDHIANA, INDIA 


Training young Indian women to become 
doctors, nurses, dispensers, mid-wives 


In a changing India we need prayerful support for 
this sound, evangelical college and hospital, now 
facing a real crisis Also support for our doctor 
missionary. Send your gifts to: 


Miss Lucy Powel R.D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 





American Committee for the 
Evangelization of the Greeks 


156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N. Y. 
We carry the Gospel to Greeks in their home- 
land, in America and throughout the world— 
through Scripture distribution, our monthly maga- 
zine, Gospel messages published regularly in Greek 
newspapers, and through the witness and relief 
ministry of our missionaries. 
Write for free quarterly, Greek Harvest Gleanings 





MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 


Jews Are Hearing God's Word — 


through 40 stations in largest cities of Country 
reaching potentially 4,000,000 Jews weekly. Hun- 
dreds write in for Prophecy Edition New Testa- 
ment. Write for free copy of magazine MESSAGE 
TO ISRAEL. Your prayerful interest is needed. 


COULSON SHEPHERD 
Box 682, Gen’! P.O. New York 1, N. Y. 


The Central American Mission 
Founded by C. |. Scofield, D.D., in 1890 
Serving all of Central America in Spanish and In- 
dian languages through 120 missionaries, Hospital 
Clinic, Radio Programs, Bible Institutes, and Day 
Schools. Literature and information furnished free. 


3611 Congress Avenue Dept. STD Dalles 4, Texas 


American Prophetic League, Inc. 
Box BB 4747-4755 Townsend Avenue 
Los Angeles 41, Calif. 

Dr. Keith L. Brooks, President 
Ear! J. Severts, Vice President 
Provides Prophecy Monthly free to all missionaries; 


Bible courses to hundreds in prison; study books 
and tracts to needy workers. 


A faith work, non-profit 








BOLIVIAN 
INDIAN MISSION, INC. 
FOUNDED 1907 
508 Central Avenue, Plainfield, N. J. 
“Miracles in Inca-Land” 
New colored sound film available 
Evangelistic — Pioneering — Bible Training 


The Evangelical Alliance Mission 
of North America 


Missionaries in: Africa, China, India, Pakistan, 
Tibetan Frontier, Japan, Mongolia, Portugal, South 
America, and Southern Rhodesia 

Write for information. Pray for the work. Sub- 
scribe to THE MIssIONARY BROADCASTER. 


2839 W. McLean Ave. Chicago 47, Ill. 


CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


Our ministf¥ in India includes— 
BAZAAR PREACHING 
As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords and 
strengthen our stakes. 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 


542 South Dearborn Street Chicago 5, Illinois 





The Big Brother Tract Band 


Are you burdened for an unsaved friend or relative? 


We use Gospel tracts in a personalized mailing 
ministry. 


Our missionaries follow the mailing with house 
calls, witnessing to each one wherever located. 


Write for details. 
Box 888 AKRON 9, OHIO 


International Christian Leprosy 


Mission, Inc. 
India China Africa The Philippines 


Reaching those afflicted with leprosy, and their chil- 
dren, with the Gospel and physical care. 


An Interdenominational Faith Mission 
U.S. A. —P. O. Box 8164, Portland 7, Oregon 


CANADA — Fairview Branch, Canadian Bank of 
Commerce, Sixth and Granville, Vancouver, B. C. 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW 
CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


4919 N. Albany Ave. Chicago 25, Illinois 


Since 1925, God has used our Hebrew Christian 
Movement as a world-wide witness to Israel. Our 
aid to Jewish Christian victims of persecution has 
embraced 20 countries. Funds urgently needed to 
alleviate suffering Israel. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Secretary 





European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 
1179 Delaware Avenue Buffalo 9, N. Y, 
Home Director: Douglas G. Stewart 
“Not one single Bible to be procured” is the most 
common phrase among the people in Europe. Pray 
for our vital Scripture and Christian Literature 

Crusade. 


THE VOICE OF EUROPE, the official organ of 
the Mission. Sample copy free. 





LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY 
ASSOCIATION, Inc. 


The ONLY mission reaching 5 million Lithuanians 
in Europe and the Americas by resident mission- 
aries, radio, printed page, and relief. Thoroughly 
orthodox. Established in 1928 as an interdenom- 
inational faith work. Write for the Bible Witness 
—free. 


P. O. Box 488-D Chicago 90, Illinois 


Pacific Garden Mission 


Harry G. Saulnier, Superintendent 
642-650 S. State Street Chicago 5, lll. 


Open every night since 1877 Where Billy Sunday 
and Mel Trotter were converted. Maintains 
women’s department. Service-men’s center with 
all facilities free — now going full strength. Pray. 


Write for free copy “Pacific Garden Mission 
ews” 





International Board of Jewish 
Missions, Inc. 
P. ©. Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Georgia 


Combining evangelism and relief to Hebrew Chris- 
tians and Jewish refugees of Europe and Israel 
with a strong evangelistic witness to Jews in our 
own land. Write for information and free litera- 
ture. Jacob Gartenhaus, D.D., Founder and Pres. 








SLAVIC 

GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
2434 ‘N. Kedzie Blvd., Dept. TB, Chicago 47, Ill. 
Missionaries in many parts of the world where 
there are Russian and other Slavic-speaking people. 
Support and relief especially needed in Central 
Europe; also provision for Gospels, Bible Tracts; 
and Polish Russian Bible Schools. Literature free; 
write today. 





PETER DEYNEKA, General-Director 





CHILDREN'S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 


CHILDREN NEED GOD’S WORD 


Millions of schoo! children never attend Sunday 
school. Would you like to help us reach them for 
Christ? Write for “What is the Children’s Bible 


Mission?” 
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THE INDIA MISSION 
Room 311 Elyria Block Elyria, Ohio 
A Soul-Winning, Bible-Teaching, Faith Mission 
Proving God's Faithfulness 
In Hyderabad State and Central Provinces 
Bible Schools Training Native Evangelists 
A fruitful fleld of the Lord's provision 


Write for fuller information 


MID-MISSIONS 
A World-Wide Independent Baptist Mission 
1120 Chester Avenue Cleveland 14, Ohio 
18 MAJOR FIELDS 395 MISSIONARIES 


Workers in Africa, South America, China, India, 
apan, Europe, Islands, Alaska, and the Home 
Fields. 


Literature sent free upon request. 





BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION 


Incorporated 
Ralph C. and Edith F. Norton, Founders 


Bringing back the Bible to Belgium 


PREACHING—57 cente’» and a weekly radio program 
PREPARING men in a four-year Bible course 


PUBLISHING Scriptures, books, periodicals 


325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


Henry G. Perry, Executive Secretary 
21 W. 46th Street New York 19, N. Y. 


Tracts multiply your witness, carry it where you 
cannot follow, and continue to plead with the sin- 
ner long after your brief moment of personal con- 
tact. Tracts bring souls to Christ! 


Join our fast-growing membership. 
information and free tracts. 


Send for 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


National Headquarters 
156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N. Y. 


Conducting a fruitful ministry of evangelism and 
large-scale Scripture distribution supported by 
prayers and gifts of Christian friends. Send for free 
illustrated Quarterly with news of work in United 
States, China, and Japan 





WOMAN’S UNION MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY oF america 
45 Astor Place Room 316 New York 3, N.Y. 
Our Fields: Invia JAPAN 


Organized in 1860—U: ndenominational, Fundamen- 
tal, Evangelistic. RECRUITS NEEDED: Women 
Doctors, Teachers, and Nurses. Write for further 
information. 


CHINA 





. ° —_— | 
The Orinoco River Mission, Inc. 
Venezuela, South America 
Rev. Van V. Eddings, D.D., Founder & Gen. Dir. 
An evangelical, interdenominational faith work 

making Christ known in Eastern Venezuela 
Bible institute trains Venezuelans for full-time 
Christian service among their own people. _Liter- 
ature or monthly prayer letter sent upon request to 
Home Office. 30 North Raymond Avenue, 
Pasadena 1, California. 





Christian Mission to 
Churchless Communities 


—a home mission project reaching hundreds of 
communities with no places of public worship. 
Write for “Is It W om, While?” — Thrill to stories 
of miracles of grace “Darke st America.” You 
will want to share in ‘this fruitful ministry. 

REV. HOMER STANLEY MORGAN 
140 Nassau St. Room 805 New York 7, N. Y. 





FRENCH BIBLE MISSION 


A company of Bible-believing French Baptist 
churches carrying the message of salvation to 
French speaking people in France, Belgium, and 
Switzerland. Your prayer support is needed. 

For information write I. A. Iversen, Treasurer, 


American “vuncil French Bible Mission, 175 
Fifth Avenue, Room 1814, New York 10, N. Y. 





The Christian Association 
for the Blind, Inc. 
A PENNY A DAY! 
(Not such a large sum to invest for eternity) 
Will give Spiritual sight to the Blind 
H O W ?— For information write to 
430 East 141st Street, New York 54, N. Y. 
Chas. E. Gremmels, Pres. James E. Bennet, Treas. 


THE BIBLE MEDITATION 
LEAGUE, INC. 


Universe-center for free Christ-revealing Bible stud- 
ies in many language s for both Jews and Ge ntiles. 
Supported by the “odour of a sweet smell” gifts of 
consecrated Christians. Mail contributions and 
inquiries to The Bible Meditation League, Inc., 
P. 0. Box 1957, Columbus, Ohio. 


CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST 
FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY 
352 Wellington Avenue, Chicago 14, Illinois 

More than 200 missionaries on eleven fields 

¢ Evangelical in Theology 
¢ Progressive in Action 

¢ Businesslike in Method 
¢ Evangelistic in Emphasis 


Write for free copy of Conservative Baptist. 





American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 
WINONA LAKE ‘ INDIANA 


Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, President 
Dr. Wm. Culbertson, Chairman of Advisory Council 


SOUND TRUSTWORTHY EXPANDING 


Write for magazine “Salvation” 





THE MILLION 
TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS 


New Testaments presented to Jews in America, 
Europe, and the Land of Israel; and to needy Gen- 
tiles in Greece, Italy, and France, to help in leading 
them to Christ. You can share in the glorious 
results by your gifts and prayers. Address: 


Million Testaments Campaigns 


1505 Race Street Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


AMERICAN LEPROSY MISSIONS, INC. 


(Formerly American Mission to Lepers) 
Auxiliary to all Protestant Churches 
Makes possible a spiritual and physical ministry 
to leprosy patients in 140 stations in 29 countries. 


Saves men, women, and especially children, in body 
and soul. Send gifts to 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 





AMERICAN 
SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa, 
Publishers Distributors 
EVANGELISM — REVIVAL—? 
Write for FREE get-acquainted set of samples 


Become a Sower of the Good Seed— 


GOD’S WORD! 





HOME OF ONESIPHORUS, INC. 


A fundamental faith mission established for 
35 years, provides permanent rehabilitation 
and Christian training to helpless children in 
China and in Lebanon. Fruitful results! For 
free literature write to 


G. A. LunpMmark, President 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
3939 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago 18, Ill. 





NEW YORK GOSPEL MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


149 Avenue B, New York 9, N. Y. 
Dedicated to spreading the Gospel from our strate- 
gically located hea adaus arters. 


A News Letter and the booklet “ 
Jew to Christ” free on request. 
Ruth Angel, General Director 


How to Point a 


Eastern European Mission 
1166 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14, Ill. 
Interdenominational faith mission, ev angelizing 
Russian-Slavic people through missionaries, Scrip- 
ture distribution, literature publication, Bible teach- 
ing, radio, relief, etc. Europe's spiritual need chal- 
lenges us. We covet your partnership in prayer 
and support. Send for a free copy of “The 
Gospel Call.” 

Paul B. Peterson, President 


THE REFORMATION 
TRANSLATION FELLOWSHIP 


J. G. Vos, American Representative 
Clay Center, Kansas 
Translates and publishes sound Christian religious 
and theological literature in Chinese. True to the 
Bible as the infallible Word of God, and the doc- 
trines of the Reformation. Dependent on voluntary 
contributions. Booklet on request. 





The Mexican Indian Mission 
A Pioneer Faith Work 


Founded to reach the five million Indians of 
Mexico. Used to win thousand of Indians to 
Christ in nineteen years. 

Seeking new mussionaries to enter thirty-nine 
more tribes and prayer intercessors. 


325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 





THE VOICE OF THE ANDES 


Radio Station HCJB 
Broadcasts more than 1000 Gospel programs a 
month in 12 languages and reaches around the 


Dedic ated to the salvation of the lost. 
Reaches the Regions Beyond by Radio 
For further information address 


THE VOICE OF THE ANDES 
P. 0. Box 390 


world. 


Flushing, N. ¥. 








THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 


maintains Missionary and Relief ministry among. 
Jews at home and abroad. 

Our band of more than 20 missionaries labors to 

save Israel’s remnant in every part of the world. 

If God leads you to have fellowship with us in this 

sacred cause, send your gifts to 

728-S Witherspoon Building Philadelphia 7, Pa. 











The Unevangelized Tribes 
Mission, Inc. 


Preaching Congo’s Hinterland Millions with 
The Glorious Gospel. 
We plead your prayer - help. 
Write for “Congo Tidings” and other free literature. 
600 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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command in the Bible against it. So 
far as that is concerned, there is no 
command in the Bible against eating 
green apples in cholera times, or of try- 
ing to feed a hyena with peanuts out of 
ene’s open hand. ,. . 

“The main evil in gambling in any 
form, is, as has repeatedly been said, 
in its introduction of the idea of ‘chance’ 
or ‘luck’ as a factor in human affairs, as 
over against the idea of a fitting reward 
of intelligent and persistent personal en- 


THE SUNLAY SCHOOL TIMES 


deavor. It is well for a child to learn 
at the beginning of life that his success 
or failure depends, under Ged, upon his 
knowledge and skill and labor an¢ ficel- 
ity, in whatever sphere of endeav or he 
is exerting himself. It is ill for a child 
to gain the idea, from his amusements 
or from his more serious occupations, 
that there is such a thing as geod luck 
or bad luck in the universe, and that 
he may be a gainer or loser therefrem. 
And that which is true of the child, so 


March 31, 1951 


far, is true of the man; he is helped by 
every experience of the value of honest 
and faithful personal service in one 
direction or in another: he is harmed 
by every experience that tends to cul- 
tivate a reliance upon blind chance, or 
luck, as a means of gain or attainment.” 


“ 


I have traveled a good deal, but I never 
found a happy backslider in my life— 
L. Moody. 





=—_ 





and Foreign Missions 


Advertisements 





American Sunday-School Union 
One Hundred and Thirty-four Years of service 
in behalf of 
The Otherwise Unreached in Rural America 
NO GIFT IS TOO LARGE TO MATCH GOD’S GRACE 
NO GIFT Is TOO SMALL TO MERIT HIS BLESSING 


Send for Field Magasine The Sunday School Mis- 
sionary. Address— The Department of Missions, 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


European Christian Mission, Inc. 
(National Bible Christian Union 


Winning souls to Christ in spiritually dark Europe 
for forty seven years. Supports foreign and national 


workers. Maintains Bible schools in Europe 
Funds needed for conveyances, Gospel ls, 
Scriptures. 


Rev. G. P. Raud, President 
1101 E. 35th Street, Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 
32 Roxborough Street, E., Toronto 5, Canada 





INDEPENDENT BOARD 
for 


Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
“Truly Biblical Missions” 
In Thirteen Countries 
Opcrated By Faith For the Faith In Faith 
Needs 55 new missionaries 


151 Maplewood Ave. Phila. 44, Pa. 


ISRAEL’S REMNANT, Inc. 


is seeking out the Remnant of Israel with the Gos- 
pel message. Situated in the heart of Detroit's 
over 100,000 Jews. 

Rev. Fred G. Kendal, Director 

Rev. Arthur E. Glass, Associate Director 

Irvin Holtzhouse, Treasurer 


15830 Littlefield Detroit 27, Michigan 


BEST SELLER PUBLICITY 
189 W. Madison Street Chicago 2, Ul. 
These are wonderful days! 

To preach the WORD in... 
Busses, streetcars, schools, stores, hospitals, 
billboards, and army and navy camps 


Write for free thrilling story “Eyecatchers Attract- 
ing Men to Christ.” 


MONTANA GOSPEL CRUSADE 


“Holding forth the Word of Life in the Rocky 

Mountain region’ 

DAILY BIBLE BROADCAST 

FREE BIBLE COURSES 

Write for monthly “Wave Lengths’ and Bible 
study. “Egypt to Canaan” and “Revelation. 
Address: 

Box 1616 _ Billings, Montana 








NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
5 East 48th Street New York 17, N.Y. 
(Established 1809) 

Rev. David J. Fant, Litt.D., General Secretary 


Providing the Scriptures in over. sixty languages 
about the harbor and within the City of New York. 
Free grants last year: 630,774 copies. 


Association of Baptists for 
World Evangelism, Inc. 


A Fundamental Baptist Faith Mission 
Over 100 missionaries working in the Philippines, 
China, Brazil, Peru, and Colombia with workers 
now making an approach to Tibet. 

Write for information and literature. 


1304 Schaff Building Philadelphia 2, Pa. 





HEBREW CHRISTIAN MISSION 
(Incorporated 1920) 

Reaching the Jews for Christ through house-to- 

house calling, Yiddish radio broadcasts, tract distri- 

bution, etc. 


Rev. Vernel D. Shannon, Supt. 
P. O. Box 7, Linwood Station 
Detroit 6 . . - Michigan 


CHINA INLAND MISSION 
237 W. School Lane, Philedelphia 44, Pa. 


To keep in touch with the Lord’s work in China 
subscribe to 


CHINA’S MILLIONS 


Official organ of the Mission 
$1 per year; sample copy free 


Native Preacher Company, Inc. 
Go Ye or SUPPORT a Native Evangelist 


Trained native evangelists may be supported on 
the mission field for from $25 to $150 a year. 
Nothing deducted from your gifts—100 per cent to 
the field. For full particulars write to: 


Cc, E, GREMMELS, President 
1775 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 





THE MISSION TO ORPHANS 


Box 218 Santa Clara, Cuba 
Reaching Cuba’s Orphans for Christ 


Bringing salvation, Christian training, food, cloth- 
ing, and shelter to missionaries in the making. For 
further information and news letter, write above, or 
Russell Stevens, Secretary - Treasurer 
Box 275, Wetaskiwin, Alberta, Can. 





SOUTHERN HEBREW MISSION 
A testimony to the more than a million neglected 
Jews of the South. 


A. Edwin Wilson, Executive Secretary 
E. Cecil Phillips, Treasurer 


Box 587 Chattanooga 1, Tenn. 


Northwest Mountain Mission, Inc. 
ministry is 
“The Gospel to the Man Farthest Back” 


representing one of America’s greatest home mis- 
sion fields, in the vast mountain-desert areas of 
Idaho and adjoining states. You may have a part 


in this independent faith mission. Ask for the 
TRAIL BLAZER. 
Box 421 Boise, Idaho 








SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 


29,000,000 people in Spain have never seen a New 
Testament. One dollar pays for FIVE copies. 
Pray that God will send what is needed to publish 
ten thousand copies. 

Ask for a free copy of SPAINGRAMS. 


Dr. Zacarias P. Carles, Founder and General Director 
3 Hillsboro Avenue Toronto 5, Canada 








SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 


164 West 74th Street 212 St. George Street 
New York 23, N. Y. Toronto 5, Ontario, Can. 


We are responsible for 25,000,000 people in the 
Sudan and Ethiopia. 

Send for Free Susscriptrion to the “Sudan Wit- 
ness Supplement” and receive inspiring news of 
this great work. 





PRAY — GIVE =— GO 


WESTERN CANADA MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


Branch of American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 


158 Aikins Street, Winnipeg, Canada 


Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, President 
Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Honorary President 
Mr. C. Gordon Smith, Vice-President 
Trustworthy - Reaching Jews for Christ - Sound 


THE GIDEONS, INTERNATIONAL 


“A Christian Business Men's Association” 





Serving as an extended nonsectarian missionary 
arm of the Church since 1899. Our purpose: “To 
win souls for the Lord Jesus Christ.”” To date, 
over three million Bibles and sixteen million New 
Testaments have been distributed throughout the 
world. For information write us. 


212 E. Superior Street Chicago 11, Illinois 
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Lesson for April 15 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


— Zz. 
Sunday, April 15 
God Works Through Paul 
(Acts 9:1-9, 20-22; 13:1-10) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Socie.v of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
AST week our Scripture lesson 


brought us an example of how God 
the Holy Spirit worked through the 
Apostle Peter. This week we are to see 
how He used a very different type of 
individual and made of him an equally 
useful apostle. The lesson we should 
learn, as we consider how the Holy 
Spirit transformed the lives of these men 
and used them for the furtherance of 
the Gospel, is that, no matter what may 
be our qualifications or limitatio:s, God 


can transform our lives and make us 
useful tools, if we will let Him do so. 
Furthermore, we should see that, al- 


thoueh God may have one particular 
kind of work for one of His servants, 
He may have quite a different type of 
work for another. Our part is to put 
ourselves in His hands and let Him 


direct us and enable us for the particu- 
lar service He has planned for us. 
pi 4 
Whereas Peter was a rough fisherman, 
whom the religious leaders of his day 
called “ignorant” and “unlearned” ‘Acts 
4:13), Paul of Tarsus had received the 
strict religious training of a Pharisee, 
and had been educated under one of the 
most learned and distinguished rabbis 
of the day, Gamaliel. 
ge 
Whereas Peter, before Pentecost, was 
unstable, one moment zealous and the 
next fearful; one moment ready to die 
for the Lord Jesus, and then the next 


moment willing to deny that he ever 
knew Him, Saul or as he later became 
known, Paul—was a religious zealot, 


a Pharisee of the Pharisees, who up un- 
til the moment of his conversion was 
convinced that he was renderihg God 
a service by persecuting the Chr'stians 
and who carried out this conviction with 
zeal and fervor. 
ye 

It would seem also that, just as the 
Lord Jesus had worked in the heart of 
Peter before Pentecost (Luke 22:31, 32), 
so God had been working in the heart 
of Saul of Tarsus, for you will remem- 
ber that. when the Lord Jesus spoke 
to him on the road to Damascus, He said, 
“It is hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks” (Acts 9:5). The word “pricks” 
is literally “goads.” A _ goad 
wooden stick with a sharp metal point, 
sometimes used in driving oxen. If an 
ox did not move fast enough, or turned 
in the wrong direction, the driver would 
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sometimes prod it with the goad. If the 
ox kicked back he merely received an- 
other wound. The use of this simile in 
our Lord’s words to Saul would seem 
to imply that He had been prodding Saul 
toward the true light for some time 
before this, and that Paul’s obstinacy 
had made necessary the extreme meas- 
ures used on the Damascus road. 

Most of us, if we will think back to 
the time we accepted the Lord Jesus as 
our personal Savicur, will be able to 
see that before this time God was deal- 


ing with us in one way or another to 
bring us into a knowledge of Himself 
and a willingness to receive Him into 


our hearts. 
sd 
There are three important facts con- 
nected with Saul’s conversion that we 
should emphasize in discussing this topic 
in our young people's groups First, 
Saul had to come to an understanding 
as to who it was that he met on the 
Damascus road He recognized, when 
he addressed this person as “Lord,” that 
He was someone utterly beyond his com- 
prehension, who had the power to com- 
pel his allegiance, but he had yet to 
learn that this was Jesus of Nazareth, 
the Son of the living God. Each of us 
must come to this realization We do 
not come to it in the way that 
Paul did, through a blinding revelation 
at nocnday. We, today, have the written 
Word, which, as John tells us, is to 
convince us of this same fact, for we 
read, “These are written that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name” (John 20: 
31). No one can give true allegiance to 
the Lord Jesus and be a true follower 
of His without being convinced in his 
heart that He is the Son of God, the 
Saviour of the world. 
ve 
Then, Saul had to come to the place 
of surrender of his own will and his 
own desires to the will of the Lord Jesus, 
He did this when he said, “Lord, what 
wilt thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:6.) 
No tool that persisted in going its own 
way instead of being guided by the hand 
of the carpenter would be considered 
a werth-while or useful tool. Just so, 
we cannot be a useful follower of the 
Lord Jesus as long as we insist upon 
having our own way and doing our own 
will. Like Saul, we must come to the 
Lord Jesus and ask, “Lord, what wilt 
thcu have me to do?” We have the as- 
surance of the Word that if we will do 
this, He will guide us and direct us, 
oe 
Finally, Saul had to be obedient to 
the instruction that the Lord gave him. 
To a man of Saul's importance and pride, 
it must have been puzzling, to say the 
least, to be told merely to go into the 
city and wait to be told what he was to 
do. We read that he had to wait three 
days in physical darkness as well as in 


same 
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| Wlew 1951 DVBS TEACHER'S 


] AND DIRECTOR'S 
| HANDBOOK... FREE 
Soar to new heights in your 

Vacation Bible School this 
year—‘‘Ceiling Unlimited” 
shows you how. Covers your 
DVBS flight in seven logical 
steps...Includes a brand new 
section of director's helps, 
with tips on general theme, 
closing program, etc. 

This 48-page book also gives you full 


information on the course that's 
COMPLETE to the last detail— 


MM Bitte 


VACATION SCHOOL LESSONS 


— than a million oe 
and pupils every year testify to 
the one fine noel of ALL- 
BIBLE VACATION SCHOOL 
lessons. But the one thing that 
everyone praises most is 
expressed in that phrase 
“complete to the last 
detail.” 
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Female 
WANTED: Bookkeeper or clerk-typist, Christian, 
* age 18-28, 5-day week in bank. Un- 
usual working conditions and salary. Reply— 
R. P. WOODBURN 
Washington 4, D. C. 





P. O. Box 705 
S. BS We have the new loose- 
leaf as well as 35 other 
styles to choose from. 
Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 





The New SPECIALIZED OBJECT LESSON KIT (Series 1) 
is now available to Christian workers. Five original 
and unique object lessons including a full exposition 
and different objects for each lesson are all in one 
compact kit. Satisfaction guaranteed. Only ONE 
DOLLAR postpaid. SPECIALIZED CHRISTIAN 
AIDS, Dept. C, P. O. Box 471, Azusa, California. 





Missionaries and Teachers Needed 
for The Evangelical Mission 


An Interdenominational Faith Mission on the 
ADMIRALTY ISLANDS 


Territory of New Guinea 


For information write to 
THE MISSION HOME EBEN-EZER, INC. 
Schooley’s Mountain, New Jersey 


“THEY DISAPPEARED!” 


Parents write that when MY CHUM magazine ar- 
rives, their children take it, spend hours so quietly 
they seem to disappear. The Christian stories, puzzles, 
hand vork, comics, and many other features wiil bring 
new hours of pleasure for your child. $2.00 a year, 
samvles l0c. Ask for group discounts. 





Used in many Sunday schools 
MY CHUM 


Box 8 - - Highland. Ill. 





Adventures with 
Christ in Africa 


A 16 mm 45 minute sound film documenting years of 
missionary pioneering in the White Man’s Grave- 
yard. A thrilling film—full of action. Rental $10. 


AMBASSADOR FILMS 
Dept. AO, 6652 Odell Ave., Chicago 31, Ill. 


Bethel Children’s Home 


Box 619 - - Jackson, Kentucky 
A refuge for neglected boys and girls in the 
hills of Kentucky. 
Thoroughly Christian. A faith work. 


Literature furnished on request. 


PRAY FOR US 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
—_____ Purrniliure 


.* * EARLY 0 RY-- 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
5 DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 
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spiritual darkness, before God sent to 
him the man who was to restore his 
sight and instruct him. But Paul did as 
he was told, and the rest of the Book 
of Acts is a commentary, in a large 
measure, on how the Holy Spirit used 
Saul after he was willing to be used 
and willing to wait for God to direct 
him. 


Many young Christians stumble right 
here, because they are not willing to 
wait for God to direct them and when 
nothing seems to happen, they feel that 
“something must be done,” and so they 
launch out in their own way and in their 
own strength, and before long end up 
in failure and disappointment. Then 
they are tempted to blame God. Saul 
of Tarsus, who became Paul the apostle, 
was not perfect any more than we are, 
but the dominant note of his life from 
the moment he met the Lord Jesus on 
the Damascus road was obedience. We 
find him repeating this theme as he told 
others of his conversion, saying, “I was 
not disobedient unto the heavenly visicn” 
(Acts 26:19). Many years before this, 
a prophet of the Lord reminded another 
Saul that God was more concerned with 
obedience than He was with gifts, saying 
to him, “To obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams” 
(1 Sam, 15:22). 

Will you be one like Paul to listen to 
the direction of the Holy Spirit and to 
obey, the moment you know what God’s 
will is for you? 

PHILADELPHIA, w 


Victorious Life Conferences 
at America’s Keswick 


INE opportunities are afforded 
throughout the summer for physical 
and spiritual refreshment at the confer- 
ences held at America’s Keswick at Kes- 
wick Grove, N. J. Afternoons are free 
for swimming, canoeing, boating, tennis, 
walks through the pines, and for the 
first time there are now four horses for 
riding. At each conference there are 
Bible study, missionary, and victorious 
life hours, and the inspiring singing is 
conducted by competent song leaders and 
pianists. The happy fellowship, where 
denominations are lost sight of, is one 
of the outstanding features of the Kes- 
wick conferences. The schedule for the 
summer is as follows: 
Memorial Day Conference 
May 29, 30 
Student Conference 
June 9-17 
Fourth of July Conference 
July 3, 4 
First July Conference 
July 7-15 
Ministers’ and Christian 
Workers’ Conference 
July 16-19 
Second July Conference 
July 21-29 
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Special Young People’s Conference 
August 4-12 
Second August Conference 
August 18-26 
Labor Day Conference 
August 21-September 3 
Helpful information will be sent gladly 
upon request if you will address Amer. 
ica’s Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J. 
THE SUBSTITUTE FUND 
Some who have experienced blessing 
at the conferences are glad to contribute 
toward the Substitute Fund, which 
makes it possible to send others to Kes- 
wick. Gifts are especially needed to 
make it possible for college students and 
other young people to attend a confer- 
ence. They should be sent to the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, Room 401, Com- 
monwealth Bldg., 1201 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia 7. 


oe 
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Robert Harkness’s Recital Tour 


R. AND MRS. ROBERT HARK- 

NESS plan to leave Pasadena, 
Calif., on May 15 for a six-month trans- 
continental recital tour. They propose 
to visit Chicago, Nashville, Detroit, To- 
ronto, Ottawa (Ont.), Montreal, Quebec, 
the Maritime Provinces, St. John’s, New- 
foundland: Boston, New York, Philadel- 
phia, Washington, D. C., and other points, 





As most Times readers know, Mr. 
Harkness is the composer of a large 
number of well-known Gospel hymns, 


and a pianist who plays hymns, choruses, 
and other sacred music with unusual 
skill and brilliance He accompanies 
Mrs. Harkness, who is a solcist, and he 
tells the stories connected with the writ- 
ing of numerous hymns and how they 
have been used in soul-winning. Pas- 
tors, Sunday school superintendents, and 


others who would like to arrange for 
meetings with Mr. Harkness in the above 
cities, shculd write to him at 20 N. 


Raymond Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 9 to 15 
Mon.—Genesis 12:1-9. 
The Call of Abraham. 


“And Abram de- 
had spoken unto 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
parted, as the Lord 
him.” The Lord’s call to Abraham is 
mentioned many times in holy Scrip- 
ture. Stephen tells us thtt “the God of 
glory appeared unto our father Abra- 
ham, when he was in Mesopotamia, be- 
fore he dwelt in Charran” (Acts 7:2). 
This appearance of the Lord resulted in 
his taking his God-willed course, and 
was only the beginning of his commun- 
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MISSIONARIES— Hundreds of Mcody-trained missionaries 
are preaching the gospel to multitudes in the war-torn 
Orient—heart-hungry people, without Christ, without hope. 
Pictured are part of the 800 in a Japanese Christian school 
that Mrs. Daisy Nakada, former Moody student, and others 
started in 1947—with but 7 pupils! 


TRACTS— While abroad, a Moody representative learned that a 
Christian worker in Korea was unable to get gospel tracts for 
civilians. Immediate arrangements were made, through the 

Institute Co/portage Department, to supply the quantity needed. 
What a privilege to be able to supply half a million tracts and 
gospel portions to these needy people in their own language! 


FILMS— ‘Your gospel-science films are a key in our hands for 
opening doors that are locked,’’ states a missionary from 
Hong Kong. We show them in schools, prisons, hospitals, 
army camps, churches and gospel halls, reaching tens of 
thousands.”’ Pictured is one of the many large groups that 


eagerly see the films. 


These three “spiritual soldiers” —wmissionaries, tracts, and 
films—“fight”’ not only in the Far East, but the wor/d is 
their battleground. And in a day when the gospel is so 
desperately needed and the time is so short, Moody Bible 
Institute is supplying, as it has for 65 years, the workers 
and materials to combat the enemies of the gospel. 


BIBLE INSTIAJUTE 
820 NORTH LASALLEYSTREET 
CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


DEPT. S 811 
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SAFE LIFELONG INCOME 


You provide a safe income for yourself 
and help spread the Gospel 


There is only one organization in this country (serving more than 
134 years) devoted solely to translating the Scriptures into all 
tongues and distributing them throughout the world “without note 
or comment.” You can help others—and help yourself—by pur- 
chasing an Annuity Agreement, which provides you with a safe, 
generous, lifelong income. Send for free booklet today to THE 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. SS110, 450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, N. Y. 














When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 














“CRIME IS ON THE MARCH IN AMERICA” 


This is the startling statement made by 


J. EDGAR HOOVER 








Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


* 
Regular attend- 


ance at Sunday 
school — Family 
Bible reading — 
Family prayers — 
are urged by Mr. 
Hoover to lead 
the way toa 
moral and spirit- 
ual rebirth of our 
great nation. 


Mr. Hoover has 
written an article 
expressly for 
publication in 
THE 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
TIMES 
entitled: 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL — KEY TO TOMORROW 


“One-half of one per cent of delinquents attend Sunday school.” 
Other statistics are given by Mr. Hoover 











“The continuing flood of immorality and crime accompanies an all-too-evident 
substitution of a secular, materialistic philosophy for the historic reliance 
upon divine guidance which has been a cornerstone of our democracy.” 





This article and many other interesting ones can be secured by subscribing 
now. Special 18-week subscription for only $1.00 ($1.10 in Canada, in 
U.S.A. dollars). 


The Sunday School Times 


Dept. ST 325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 5, Pa. 

















SS ee 


March 31, 195] 


ion with God. God was with Abraham, 
as He wants to be with us, thrcugh the 
entire life. New obedience to God al- 
ways insures God's nearness to us and 
particular providences. Pray fer God’s 
people in South Africa. 


Tues.—Genesis 13:1-6. 
God’s Blessing Rests on Abraham. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And Abram was 
very rich in cattle, in silver, and in 
gold.” God loves to strengthen the tes- 
timony of His obecient servants. Peo- 
ple round about Abraham were pagans, 
but they had to see that Abraham was 
truly a God-blessed man. Over and over 
again this fact was confessed by ob- 
servers (see Gen. 14: 19-24: 21:22: 24:35) 
Ged “blesseth the habitation of the just” 
(Prov. 3:33). We, too, who fear God 
should be a wonder to many because of 
particular divine providences. Are yor 
a God-blessed person? Are you blessed 
in ycur communion with God and your 
contacts with men and in your minis- 
trations for Him? Prey for the almost 
five million Swiss people 


Wed.—Genesis 12:7-13. 
Abraham Solves a Problem. 
PRAYER SuGCESTIONS: “And Abram said 
unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray 
thee, between me and thee, and between 
my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we 
be brethren.” Social difficulties are un- 
avoidable. So long as it is human to 
err such problems will arise. But if we 
have a loving spirit, the fire of resent- 
ment can be put out before it burns 
into anger. The best way to stop such 
troubles is by being kind and unselfish 
Abraham solved his problem with Lot 
by being generous. Peace is more im- 
portant than possessions. If you can't 
fall in with people, don’t fall out with 
them if vou can avoid it. Pray for the 
almost four million pecple of Syria, 


Thurs.—Genesis 13:14-18, 
God’s Promise to Abraham. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: All the land 
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed for ever.” Forever is a 
long time, but the God who made this 
promise to Abraham and his descendants 


through Isaac inhabits eternity This 
promise, which has another intimation 
of fulfillment in our times. is one of 


many fulfilled propecies that prove that 
God gave them and is executing them 
in His faithfulness. Belief of the Scrip- 
tures has only one alternative, and that 
is to believe a lie. Abraham, the father 
of them that believe, believed God with 
few fulfilled prophecies behind him, But 
he knew and trusted the everlasting God 
Let us count upon God’s faithfulness. 
Pray for the almost twenty million peo- 
ple of Turkey. 
Fri.—Genesis 15:1-6. 
The Promise Renewed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He believed in 
the Lord: and he counted it to him for 
righteousness.” God's law of second ref- 
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erence appears all through the Bible. 
It is due to the weakness of our faith. 
He repeats a promise because He de- 
sires to reassure us of the same in order 
that we might rest more fully upon His 
faithful Word. Joseph told Pharaoh that 
the dream was doubled to him twice 
because it was confirmed by the Lord. 
What more can God say to us than He 
has said to us who have fled to Him 
for refuge? Trust in the Lord, ye feeble 
saints. His Word is not in vain. Pray 
that the light of the Gospel may reach 
the one hundred and ninety-three mil- 
lion Russians living in the region of the 
shadow of death. 


Sat.—Genesis 17:9-14, 
The Covenant of Circumcision. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “A token of the 
covenant betwixt me and you.” The 
Jewish men were to have in their 
very bodies a reminder of their covenant 
union with God. Paul bore in his body 
the marks of the Lord Jesus. We, too, 
in our bodies should glorify God by their 
being wholly set apart to His honor and 
service. Our bodies are temples of the 
Holy Ghost and we are to glorify God 
in them. Christian believers have even 
more reasons for living for God than 
Jews, because they know Christ and 





grace. 


Rico. 
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have the knowledge of His redeeming PESOS SSSSSSO ESSE OS SO TOOT 
Pray for the two million one @ e 

- 
hundred thousand people in El Salvador. 3 sU RVEY TRIPS D4 
+ + 
Sun.—Hebrews 11:8-16. 3 to $ 
The Faith of Abraham. ¢ + 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “She judged him 3 MISSION FIELDS 3 
faithful who had promised.” Faith al- 3 for interested laymen $ 
e : " x > 
ways takes God as its object, and His @ and mission board officials o 
word of promise as its title deed. All 3 x ‘alties! + 
Abraham, as well as Sarah, needed was 3 9% @ among our major speciaities 3 
to know God had spoken and actually 3 We can help you! $ 
what he was to do, and immediately he @ + 
obeyed. His faith was not a mere men- 3 No service charge at any time > 
: , 7 > 
tal assent to God’s will, but a full con- $ UNIVERSAL TRAVEL SERVICE, INC. > 
sent and purpose to and a performance 3 A. S. Bowker, President + 
of that will from love and pleasure. He 199 w. Monroe St. Room 700 Chicago 3, Illinois 3 
showed his faith by his works. Do you? 3 Telephone: ANdover 3-3156 .¢ 
Pray for the two million people in Puerto The Christian travel bureau . .. 3 


























I am our Lord's beggar. I beg for SPAIN, for the 29,000,000 of living souls that in 
SPAIN are dying, going to hell, because nobody has given the Gospel to them. I 
recently saw SPAIN's needs during my last visit there. 
ing hard and they need your prayers and fellowship. 
Will you not come to our help? Ask for a free copy of SPAINGRAMS. 
SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 


A BEGGAR FOR SPAIN 


With Shakespeare I say: “Speak with me, pity me, open the door: 


A begger begs that never begged before.” 


Our missionaries are labor- 


3 Hillsboro Avenue, Toronto 5, Canada 


Dr. Zacarias P. Cartes, Founder and General Director 





























Every Month “OUR HOPE” Presents... 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, 
Headmaster, Stony Brook 
School; Publisher of 


OUR HOPE 





Dr. H. A. Ironside, * 
famed Bible expositor 


ir 





Dr. Herbert Lockyer, 
Bible teacher, writer 





Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, 


Professor, Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary; Editor, 
PELOUBET’S NOTES 


*  Meatin Due Season” 


Six Great Features 
All In One Magazine 


4. Questions and answers 
5. Devotional articles 
6. Book reviews 





DR. E. SCHUYLER ENGLISH, 
Editor of OUR HOPE, THE 
PILGRIM BIBLE. 


1. Expository studies 
2. Prophetic teaching 
3. Current events 


This year OUR HOPE is better than ever — great Bible ex- 
positions ... outstanding Bible teachers and authors... 
Studies in Habakkuk, by Frank E. Gaebelein; Verse-by-Verse 
in Revelation, by H. A. Ironside; Current Events in the Light 
of the Bible, by Wilbur M. Smith . . . and Bible Doctrine and 
a new department called “World Prospects,” by Editor E. 
Schuyler English . . . also articles by Lehman Strauss, A. H. 
Stewart, Dr. Merrill F. Unger, etc... . spiritual, doctrinal, 
and inspirational help for all. 


* Although Dr. Ironside was called into the presence of Christ in January of this 
year, his writings will live after him in OUR HOPE for some months to come. 


TRY NINE BIG ISSUES . . . Only $2.00 


All Christian workers, laymen, and families are urged to 
find out for themselves the benefit of OUR HOPE magazine 
through the special get-acquainted offer — Nine Issues, only 
$2.00. Mail your order today. Sample copy 25 cents. 





OUR HOPE MAGAZINE 
Dept. ST Box 146 Waretown, New Jersey 














How the 


Not by the FIRST VICTORY—the bid of a single dol- 
lar more than our competitor—for which we praise God! 


Order of the Brothers of the Sacred 
Heart of New England ......... $331,000 


Providence Bible Institute. .......... 331,001 


Nor by the SECOND VICTORY—the 181,001 “Mir- 
acle Dollars” that poured in from God’s people to meet 
the deadline for the down payment and thus secure 
title—for which we likewise praise God! 


aaa 


But by our receiving, by June 1, the last “Miracle Dol- 
lar” of the $150,000 yet needed to make the final pay- 
ment on the property. This would be the THIRD 
VICTORY for which we would also praise God! 


PROVIDENCE 8 - . - 





110 acres—11 buildings, 10 acre athletic field—the 4 main buildings shown above house furnished classrooms and dormitories, 
5,000-volume library, equipped science laboratory, chapel, and business offices. 


“Miracle Dollar Campus” May Be “Wholly the Lord’s” 


WILL YOU HELP MAKE THIS CAMPUS “WHOLLY THE LORD'S” BY SENDING YOUR “MIRACLE DOLLAR” TODAY? 





PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


100 State Street 


The complete story of ‘‘The Miracle Dollar’’ will be sent you upon request 


THIS THIRD VICTORY WOULD MEAN 


. the property would be “Wholly the Lord’s” 
. God would be honored and further praise would be 
given Him 
.. a saving of $6,000 annual interest 


. more recruits training for the Lord’s Army to obey 
the Command of the Great Commission 


THE EYES OF THOUSANDS are still turned toward 
“Providence” watching and waiting to see if the bal- 
ance can be raised to pay for this property “in full.” 
ONE SINGLE DOLLAR from every one who reads 
this appeal—and that’s all we ask, unless you care to 
give more—will help achieve this THIRD GLORIOUS 
VICTORY! 


° - - RHODE ISLAND 
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